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“A woman’s place is in the house and the senate.”

Please make copies of the UU Justice News and distribute them to your congregation or community groups.  To submit articles for this e-newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Director, at randyblock@yahoo.com  
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AS HISTORIC HEALTH REFORM NEARS, EXPECT MORE RIGHT WING PROPAGANDA – President Obama and Democrats are hopeful of passing historic health reform in the next few weeks.  However, as a final bill passes through Congress expect even more right wing propaganda to blanket our airwaves.  This is not a time for people who want health reform to just watch on the sidelines! Insurance companies have spent up to $20 million to oppose health reform with lies and scare tactics through their front groups.  They are joined by other anti-health reform groups such as the “Americans for Prosperity”, the Tea Party Movement, The National Taxpayers Union, The League of American Voters, The Heritage Foundation, “60 Plus”, right wing media, conservative Christian groups, etc. etc.  A final compromise health reform bill is expected to be soon be released.  With all that right wing money lined up to oppose reform, we need to be ready to support members of Congress who vote for reform and demand that others members of Congress do the right thing for the American people. Stay tuned for action alerts at critical times during the next few weeks.  

UPDATE ON KATY’S HEALTH CRISIS -  At the end of February, MUUSJN’s justice network received an appeal:  “Katy’s Health Crisis: What Will We do?”  It outlined that Katy Hayes, the daughter of Birmingham Unitarian Church member Lucille McNaughton, had to have all her limbs removed to survive an infection in a Texas hospital.  Despite this very difficult situation, Katy’s husband, Al, thankfully reports that Katy’s health has stabilized. For an inspirational update on Katie’s health, go to the “Katie is Strong” blog:  http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103117770042&s=51&e=001aDisBCF8RTYP4fNV3yMqAC1tRArahEtd78JYSMH06Q2oNsO8LogFtXQehZII7caR_XvtvLovQ1-Ut_bSwllqz7d1HyDpbnDkY3ZpIPa8d7R5YH4rXhnSlN8wMFQIePnY   This couple, who does not have health coverage, is one example of why America needs affordable, quality health care coverage for all its people that cannot be denied or taken away.  

FORUM ON WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENT: MARCH 21, 2010 – Please invite your friends to this forum!  Birmingham Unitarian Church, MUUSJN, The Cooley Law School Innocence Project, Just Justice, MOSES, the Michigan Campaign for Justice, and the National Lawyers Guild Detroit and Michigan are co-sponsoring a community forum on “Wrongful Imprisonment: Raising Awareness, Taking Action” scheduled for 2 p.m. Sunday March 21st at Birmingham Unitarian Church, 38651 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills.   This forum will include a presentation by Ken Wyniemko, a Michigan prisoner who was released with help from the Innocence Project and a presentation by the Innocence Project on the problem and House legislation to compensate the wrongfully imprisoned.  The forum will include a time for action. Bring your cell phones.  For more information, call Randy Block at 248-549-5170.  PLEASE INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO THIS FORUM. 

NETWORK AWARDED STANDING ON SIDE OF LOVE GRANT – On February 26th, the UU Funding Program notified MUUSJN that “The panel has …enthusiastically agreed to support your work on wrongful imprisonment with a matching grant of $1,500.  Congratulations!”  With this grant, MUUSJN will organize a campaign for passage of HB 4790/4791, Michigan legislation that authorizes compensation of people wrongfully imprisoned.  The UU grant also acknowledged that MUUSJN efforts to restore the rights of persons who have been wrongfully imprisoned is another human rights movements like campaigns to challenge discrimination towards people who are immigrants or members of GLBT communities.   

“FAB 8” COLLECT 246 SIGNATURES ON LGBT RIGHTS PETITIONS -  The following “Fab 8” UU congregations (and Heartland youth group) gathered 246 signatures on the UUA’s Standing on the Side of Love (SSL) “Petitions for Full Equality”: UU Church of Greater Lansing; Bay d Noc Fellowship in Escanaba; Community UUs of Brighton; All Souls Community Church of West Michigan (Grand Rapids); Church of East Liberty (Jackson); Berrien UU Fellowship (St. Joseph); Northwest UU Church (Southfield); and youth at a Heartland District Youth Con held March 6th at Birmingham Unitarian Church.  MUUSJN will forward all these signatures to the UUA SSL campaign.  Please note that First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor has already collected 100’s of signatures before MUUSJN made the challenge.  For more information or to make your congregation part of the “Fab 9”, call Randy Block at 248-549-5170. 

MUUSJN CO-SPONSORS TWO RALLIES - Our UU network, in partnership with Health Care for American Now! and several other organizations, co-sponsored two “Call for Action” rallies in Madison Heights and Grand Rapids. We sought to send a message that we want Congress to act not only on health care, but on jobs, environment and immigration reform and to shift funds from military to domestic spending. Over 320 people attended the rally held on February 18th in Madison Heights; about 75 marched and rallied in Grand Rapids.

POST CARDS AVAILABLE TO URGE SOLUTIONS TO STATE BUDGET CRISIS – You can become part of the solution of Michigan’s State budget crisis.  Help educate your State legislators to HEAR that there are people who want a FAIR tax system that provides for ALL families' needs  for police, fire, education, roads, health and human services.  New post cards are available to urge legislators to close tax loopholes (so big corporations pay their fair share of taxes) and calls for a graduated income tax that would actually generate new revenues while holding harmless or cutting taxes for 92% of Michigan residents.  As a member of the A Better Michigan Future coalition, MUUSJN is offering these post cards (click here to see a copy) at no charge so you can send them to your State Senator and State Representative.  To request post cards and a list of legislators’ addresses, e-mail Randy at randyblock@yahoo.com. Legislative advocates are being recruited in several UU congregations. 
MARCH 18TH DEADLINE FOR HEARTLAND EARLY BIRD CONFERENCE RATES – Heartland UU District’s 2010 Spring Conference is in Michigan this year at the First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor April 9 – 11, 2010.  If you go to www.heartlanduu.org and register by March 18th, you can save money with early bird rates.  MUUSJN will be presenting a workshop on “UUs Making Health Care History!” Hope you can join us to learn how we are working to pass health reform and how you can become empowered to be an advocate in your community. 
MARCH IS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH –  National women’s history month provides an excellent venue to recognize and celebrate women’s historic achievements as well as an opportunity to honor women within our families and communities. What will you do to celebrate National Women’s History Month?  Consider visiting the UU Women’s Federation website at:  www.uuwf.org or the National Women’s History Project site at: www.nwhp.org  

NEW MUUSJN BROCHURES AVAILABLE: BECOME A MEMBER – Beautiful re-designed brochures describing MUUSJN and its statewide justice network and including membership forms were recently mailed to all Michigan UU congregations.  Becoming a member of our Network is a way to keep our faith-based justice movement going and growing.  To request a copy, check your local congregation or contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170. 
