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"Peace is the only battle worth waging”
 – Albert Camus (1913-1960)
This issue has news and information you and your congregation can use to make justice. For more information, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  Please duplicate the attached copy of this newsletter for others.
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1. THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER FOR NOV. 10TH UU JUSTICE SUMMIT IN FLINT – Representatives from 13 congregations will be there.
 You are invited to register on-line to attend Michigan’s first UU Justice Summit that will be held next Saturday, November 10th at the UU Church of Flint from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. This FREE event, sponsored by the Michigan UU Social Justice Network with funding from the UU Service Committee, is an opportunity to exchange social justice ideas for your congregation; to shape Michigan justice goals and strategies; and to take action.  The event includes T-shirt creativity for youth, continental breakfast, lunch, music by Emma's Revolution, free child care and home hospitality.  Sign up on the attached registration form or register on-line at www.uujustice.org.  For more information, call Randy Block at 248-549-5170 or Gwen Winston at 248-233-6162. 
2.
STATE LEGISLATORS ADOPT BUDGET IN LINE WITH MUUSJN GOALS – MUUSJN, through its Poverty Task Force’s post card and phone calling campaign, has been urging State legislators for several months now to raise revenues and not balance the budget on the backs of low income families.  It looks like UU voices – along with those of our progressive allies -- have been heard!  Legislators made tough choices to raise revenues through income and sales taxes and spared deep cuts in health and human services for low income families.  Thanks to all who participated in this important campaign. 
3.
NETWORK ACTION UPDATES: 

a. MUUSJN Establishes Five UU Justice Regions in Michigan - The October MUUSJN Steering Committee voted to establish five UU Justice Regions in Michigan: Upper Peninsula, Northwest, Central Michigan, Southwest and Southeast Michigan. These Regions can provide opportunities for local congregations to communicate and work together more on justice activities.  For example, if your congregation is holding a justice event, other congregations in the Region could be invited. For more information, contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170. 
b. Network to Request Congregations Nominate Representatives on MUUSJN Steering Committee – The October Steering Committee voted to invite congregations to appoint one or two persons to represent them on the MUUSJN Steering Committee.  This idea was recommended by Rev. David Carl Olson, minister of the UU Church of Flint, as a way to build stronger communication and coordination between MUUSJN and local UU congregations. Formal invitations will soon be sent to Chairs of local UU Boards of Directors.   See attached summary of MUUSJN Steering Committee accomplishments and a description of Steering Committee member responsibilities. 
4. 
UU AVAILABLE TO SPEAK ON GLOBAL WARMING IN SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN -  Sherry A. Wells, of Ferndale, our new UU-UNO Heartland District Envoy, attended the UN DPI-NGO Conference on Global Warming Sept. 5-7 in New York City.  She'd be pleased to share the highlights of the important information given out that week. Contact her at heartland_district_envoy@yahoo.com or (248) 543-5297.
5.
MICHIGAN UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE BALLOT LANGUAGE ADOPTED -  MUUSJN’s Health Task Force encourages UU’s to help bring information on universal health care to their congregation, to get training as health advocates and to collect signatures to put a universal health care proposal on Michigan’s 2008 ballot. The final ballot language is:  “The State Legislature shall pass laws to make sure that every Michigan resident has affordable and comprehensive health care coverage through a fair and cost-effective financing system. The Legislature is required to pass a plan that, through public or private measures, controls health care costs and provides for medically necessary preventive, primary, acute and chronic health care needs.” For more information about training and speaking opportunities, contact Valerie Pyzywara, a Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network staff who has been working closely with the MUUSJN Health Task Force, at 734-812-0664.   Please let Lucille McNaughton (313-561-5692) know if you call Valerie or if you need further assistance with your health advocacy. 
6. 
CONGREGATIONAL JUSTICE WORK:

a. Congratulations to Activists from Community UU’s of Brighton!  Julie Bohnhorst of CUUB reported that 150 people attended their congregation’s counter Ann Coulter rally on October 1st in Howell. The rally featured Jonathan Cohn, author of “Sick”. In addition, they raised $1,600 for a free dental clinic in Livingston County.  
b.   1st UU Congregation of Ann Arbor Invites Public to Klein Lecture on “Sexuality and Religion” – You are invited to their 16th Annual Klein Lecture on Sunday, November 18th, 3 – 4:30 p.m. at their congregation located at 4001 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd in Ann Arbor. Featured speaker is Rev. Debra W. Haffner, Director of Religious Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice and Health who will speak on “Sexuality and Religion: What’s the Connection?”  For more information, call 734-665-6158 or visit www.uuaa.org 

c.   UU Minister Recommends Viewing Anti-war Video: “A Military Disclaimer” – Rev. Harold Beu, minister at Emerson Church in Troy, says: “Imagine if all people were rational. There would be no need for a military, but alas, human beings are irrational and thus we need a military. God help us, though, when we use it wrongly”.  Rev. Beu invites you to click the following link to view an on-line video called “Military Disclaimer”:  www.glumbert.com/media/mildisclaimer
7.    IRAQ WAR SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST -   During the last week in October, President Bush sent a request to Congress for an additional $42.3 billion to continue the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. If Congress approves this request, “it would bring the Iraq war total since 2003 to $811 billion – that’s about $5,500 per U.S. household. The Vietnam War total from 1964 to 1973 was $673 billion in constant 2007 dollars”, according to Anita Dancs, the research director at the National Priorities Project. She added that, “if Congress passes this request, we will be spending on the Iraq war this year enough to provide health care coverage for all uninsured Americans”.  Find out more: http://www.nationalpriorities.org  (Source: Friends Committee on National Legislation - http://www.fcnl.org/iraq/)
