UU Justice News – May 2007
www.uujustice.org 
"The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams."
- Eleanor Roosevelt
This issue is packed with information from Michigan UU’s. It also shines light on a few of the dreams we share through the Michigan UU Social Justice Network.  Hope you like it. For more information, contact Gwen Winston, Network Coordinator, at gwenbwin@gbaileywinston.com (248-233-6162) or Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net (248-549-5170).  Please duplicate the attached copy of this newsletter for others.
IN THIS ISSUE:

1. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MUUSJN CONFERENCE IN JACKSON

2. ACTION ALERT - STOP FUNDING THE WAR & NEXT STEPS CONFERENCE CALL
3. NETWORK IN EARLY STAGES OF PLANNING UU JUSTICE SUMMIT
4. CONFERENCE CALLS: POVERTY, UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE & ENVIRONMENT
5. LAST CHANCE TO GET UUA MATCHING FUNDS TO SUPPORT MUUSJN

6. MUUSJN EVENTS CALENDAR – YOUR OPPORTUNITY EDUCATE & ENGAGE 

7. EVENTS: BUC Stonehenge Dance; Health Care Heroes; The war on Drugs Exit Strategy
8. JOB OPPORTUNITY: Work for Kalamazoo Foundation to Develop Funds for GLBT Projects
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MUUSJN CONFERENCE IN JACKSON:  Sixty people participated in MUUSJN’s April 21st “A Larger Voice for Justice” Conference held at Jackson’s St. John’s United Church of Christ. Based on our positive evaluations, we were effective in teaching advocacy skills; educating UU’s on the issues; and increasing numbers of people who will participate on our issue Task Forces.  There were representatives from 16 congregations (including a Christian church and an Islamic Center) up from 12 congregations at last year’s conference.  As a result of this conference, decisions were made to bring JUUST Change anti-racism consultancies to two congregations and Jon Hart’s Fair Trade Coffee presentations to three congregations. We raised $1,638 from conference fees that covered all but $800 of our expenses. Thanks to the many people who helped plan and implement this productive and pleasurable event!
ACTION ALERT - STOP FUNDING THE IRAQ WAR. NEXT STEPS FOR PEACE CONFERENCE CALL:  The U.S. Senate is scheduled to vote next week on a $95 billion supplemental appropriation to continue the war in Iraq.  Even though the Senate this week voted down a Feingold/Reid amendment to begin redeployment of troops by October 1st and complete withdrawal of by March 21, 2008, please call Senators Levin and Stabenow early next week to keep the pressure on.  Urge them to defund the war and bring the troops home. (This position is consistent with a Declaration of Peace campaign that the MUUSJN endorsed in 2006.)  A Declaration of Peace conference call is scheduled for Monday, May 21st at 8 p.m. You can learn more about next end the war campaign steps by calling: 1-841-297-5800.  Access code: 12131415

NETWORK IN EARLY STAGES OF PLANNING UU JUSTICE SUMMIT: During the MUUSJN Steering Committee Conference Call held on May 10th, members agreed to organize a Fall 2007 UU justice leader summit at which we can come together to plan our future justice work in Michigan.  Date and place to be determined.  Be prepared to: report on what your congregation is doing for justice and help plan next steps in UU justice campaigns, e.g., fighting Poverty and working for Universal Health Care. Watch this newsletter for more details. 

UU CONFERENCE CALLS: POVERTY, UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE & ENVIRONMENT.  Have your voice heard through MUUSJN Task Force Conference Calls: Poverty Call - Wednesday, May 23, 8:30 p.m.; Universal Health Care Call - Tuesday, May 29th, 7:30 p.m.; and Environment Call - May 31st, 7:30 p.m.  To participate in a call, e-mail Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net and you’ll receive a toll free number and an access code. 
LAST CHANCE TO GET UUA MATCHING FUNDS FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF MUUSJN! – The UUA Fund for Social Responsibility extended our deadline until May 31st. We are only $447 short of our goal of raising $5,000, all of which will be matched 100% by the UUA.  Significant contributions have already been made through a special collection at First UU of Detroit, by the Social Justice Committee of UU Church of Flint; by the People’s Church of Kalamazoo, by Lucille McNaughton from Birmingham Unitarian Church and by a generous anonymous donor from First UU Church of Ann Arbor.  Your tax deductible contribution could put us over the top! Please write your check to Birmingham Unitarian Church (put “MUUSJN” in the memo line) and by May 24th mail it to Gwen Winston, 23300 Providence Dr., #305, Southfield, MI 48075. 
JUSTICE EVENTS CALENDAR – YOUR OPPORTUNITY INFORM & ENGAGE: You are encouraged to bookmark the MUUSJN website (www.uujustice.org). This website includes a UU justice events calendar through which you can promote justice events in the community and in our congregations. Submit your justice event information (with time, date, place, title and sponsor) to Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net  

EVENTS: 1. BUC Stonehenge Dance; 2. Health Care Heroes; 3. The War on Drugs Exit Strategy

1. The Birmingham Unitarian Church’s (BUC) Social Justice Committee invites you to a Stonehenge Dinner and Dance justice fundraiser scheduled for Friday, June 8th from 6:30 – 10:30 p.m. at BUC. Arthur Murray Studios will provide ballroom dancing lessons; you’ll pay only $25.  Call BUC to reserve your place at the dance: 248-647-2380.
2. Support Michigan’s universal health care movement and honor Rep. John Conyers, Jr., the Michigan American Medical Student Association, and Free Clinics of Michigan by attending MichUHCAN’s Health Heroes Dinner scheduled for 6:30 p.m. June 9th at Barth Hall at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 4800 Woodward Ave (at Warren) in Detroit. Dinner tickets are $35. May 29th deadline. Order tickets by May 29th c/o Catherine Neill, 616 Jener Place, Plymouth, MI 48170 or on-line (www.michuhcan.com).
3. An Exit Strategy for the War on Drugs, 1 p.m. June 8th, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law, Room 126. Hear Nathan Nadelmann, Executive Director of the Drug Policy Alliance, discuss a justice issue that matters to many UU’s. See attached flyer for more details.  
JOB OPPORTUNITY – Thanks to Denise Hartsough from the Portage Congregation (UU Community Church of Southeast Michigan) for passing along this job opportunity. The Arcus Foundation in Kalamazoo would like to hire a Program Officer to develop a portfolio of funds to address the needs of the GLBT community. Contact Lauren I. Gumbs from Gumbs and Partners at: lgumbs@gumbspartners.com or visit: http://www.cmif.org/JobPostings_Detail.asp?Job_ID=86
