UU Justice News – March 2008
www.uujustice.org 
“To know and not do is to not know.”  -- Chinese Proverb
UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  For further information, contact Ken Fisher, MUUSJN Network Coordinator at fishtait@oceana.net or call him at 231-861-8055.  Please duplicate this newsletter for others.
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1. UPDATE ON UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE CAMPAIGN – So far, people from 13 UU congregations have collected over 1,300 signatures on petitions to make health care a right in Michigan. With help from all Michigan UU congregations, we can help a coalition of groups, under the umbrella of the Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network, put universal health care on the ballot this fall.  For petitions or more information, go to www.healthcareformichigan.org or call Randy Block at 248-549-5170.   See health rally article! (#11)
2. ACTION ALERT ON PROPOSED FEDERAL SAFETY NET BUDGET CUTS – The Poverty Task Force voted to send an action alert to our Network, urging UU’s to protest the Bush Administration’s proposed FY 2009 federal budget that would dramatically boost military spending while slashing holes in our Country’s safety net for low and moderate income persons.   Examples from February 29th letter from the National Catholic Social Justice Lobby and from Women’s Action for New Directions:

· Increase Pentagon spending by $541 billion, a 7.5 increase over last year, while increasing domestic spending by only 0.3%, 

· Reduce by 20% funding for in Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program for low income and elderly;

· Reduce by 12% child care assistance, resulting in 200,000 low-income families losing child care;

· Cut funding for: Section 8 housing vouchers; public housing repairs; and cut housing funding for people with disabilities by 40%. 

· Education programs for Native American children would be eliminated. 

Call Michigan Senators and your U.S. Representative via the Congressional Switchboard at 202-224-3121. 

For information on the proposed federal budget’s impact on Michigan, visit http://www.nationalpriorities.org/budgetimpact2009
3. POVERTY TASK FORCE DEVELOPING PLANS TO HEAR THE STORIES OF LOW-INCOME PEOPLE – MUUSJN’s Poverty Task Force recently agreed that if UU’s want to better understand poverty, they need to hear the stories of low-income people.  We’re reaching out to the Michigan Welfare Rights Organization (a group with many courageous low-income people) to see if we can design a Poverty Awareness program option for Michigan UU congregations.  If you have an interest in this new project idea or if you have suggestions about how this can be developed, please contact Ken Fisher at 231-861-8055. 
     4.
ACTION ALERT:  OUR GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO HEAR FROM US NOW CONCERNING THE CRISIS IN GAZA! – From MUUSJN Justice in the Middle East Chair, Sarah Redmond:  “Innocent Gazans are being bombarded, shelled, starved and economically strangled because they voted for the wrong party!   Because of the lack of success in improving their lives by the Fatah party, Palestinians in Gaza voted for Hamas in a free and open election urged by the U.S. and Israel.” The ATTACHED letter has been written by the Justice in the Middle East Task Force to assist you to encourage officials to insist that the U.S. to serve as an honest broker for a just peace in the Middle East.  Unitarians and others can just copy this letter, sign and mail it, or use your own words to express your beliefs.   A Michigan Congressional delegation list is attached with addresses and phone numbers.  Another way is to copy and paste this letter (or words of your own choosing) into an email to Senators Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow, to your U.S. Representative and President Bush at the following e-mail addresses:   senator@levin.senate.gov  senator@stabenow.senate.gov,  https://forms.house.gov/wyr/welcome.shtml (for Congressional e-mail addresses) president@whitehouse.gov  For more information or to join the MUUSJN Justice in the Middle East Task Force, call Sarah Redmond at: 248-752-0388. 
5.
ENVIRONMENT TASK FORCE ESTABLISHES PRIORITIES – At the February 25th meeting of the Environment Task Force, Co-Chaired by Heather Cleland-Host and Barbara Stevenson, three action priorities were identified: Challenging the building of coal energy plants in Michigan;  seeking a comprehensive energy policy; and preservation of water, especially that in our Great Lakes.  The Task Force sent  an action alert to the MUUSJN Network urging members to call Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop telling him to stand up to the international corporate lobbyists who want to take our water.  For more information, contact members of the Task Force through its list-serve:  UUJustforEarth@yahoogroups.com
6.  
PRISON REFORM TASK FORCE PREPARING TO MEET - The newly-formed Prison Reform Task Force is planning its first conference call for the month of April. At least 12 individuals have expressed an interest in prison reform issues, and Kate Warner from the Ann Arbor congregation has agreed to chair this group. Anyone interested in participating in this group should contact Ken Fisher, MUUSJN Network Coordinator, who will be providing staff support to the Task Force, at fishtait@oceana.net  
7. KEN FISHER AVAILABLE AS UU JUSTICE RESOURCE FOR MICHIGAN CONGREGATIONS - Ken Fisher, a UU with over 30 years of consulting experience, was hired in January to serve as a MUUSJN Network Coordinator. He will serve as a support staff for MUUSJN’s Environment, Poverty and Prison Reform Task Forces and will be available as a resource for Michigan UU congregations wanting to strengthen their justice work.   

8.
HEARTLAND DISTRICT AGREES TO SERVE AS MUUSJN FISCAL AGENT – In February, the Board of Trustees of Heartland District of the UUA described MUUSJN as a model justice program and enthusiastically voted to serve as our Network’s fiscal agent. This change is scheduled to happen as soon as March 15, 2008.  In this relationship, donations to MUUSJN will be tax deductible if they are sent to the Heartland District, 445 N. Pennsylvania St. Suite 510, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.  Put “MUUSJN” in the memo line.  Our Network will remain focused on working for justice in Michigan, but will support HUUD efforts to build justice through the District. 
9.
HEARTLAND UU DISTRICT (HUUD) SPRING CONFERENCE IN LOUISVILLE INCLUDES JUSTICE WORKSHOPS – The HUUD 8th Annual Meeting and Spring Conference, being held April 4-6 in Louisville, includes many excellent workshops including some for justice minded UU’s: “How is Your Congregation Participating in the UUA’s Peacemaking CSAI?”; “Effective Advocacy and Lobbying”; and “Sustainable Stewardship of the Earth from Home”.  MUUSJN will be there with an information table.  For more information, visit the HUUD website: 
 
http://www.heartlanduu.org/
10.
NETWORK CONFERENCE CALL MEETINGS – The MUUSJN Steering Committee will meet from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, March 20th. The Health Task Force meets at 7:30 p.m. March 13th.   The Environment Task Force will meet from 7-8 p.m. March 24th.  The Poverty Task Force will next meet at 8:30 p.m. April 7th. The Justice in the Middle East Task Force will meet from 7- 8 p.m. on April 11th.   Call Randy Block at 248-549-5170 for conference call toll free numbers and access codes. 
11.
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL RALLY AT BUC! - Health care reform is on its way to the November 2008 ballot! The Michigan Health Care Security Campaign's ballot initiative will require the Michigan legislature to enact reform legislation to control and reduce health care costs, while ensuring access for all in Michigan to quality, affordable health care coverage. To help us work our way through the health care reform issue in Michigan, BUC and MOSES are holding a rally: Saturday April 5, 1:00 to 3:00 pm in the Social Hall at  Birmingham Unitarian Church, 38651 Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills, (just north of Lone Pine). Submitted by Pat Hammer. 
