UU Justice News – March/April 2007
www.uujustice.org 
"A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice of many of our past and present policies."
Dr. Martin Luther King

We are looking for women, men, young adults and children who care about people and the planet and believe a more just Michigan is possible. Register on-line or by mail for “A Wider Voice for Justice”, a dynamic justice conference being held on Saturday, April 21st in Jackson, Michigan. Get more details; learn how to register on line in this newsletter.  For more information, contact Gwen Winston, Network Coordinator, at gwenbwin@gbaileywinston.com (248-233-6162) or Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net (248-549-5170).  Please duplicate the attached copy of this newsletter for others.
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KEYNOTE: “HOW DO WE TALK ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES?”  Ms. Dizzy Warren, keynote speaker for the April 21st “A Wider Voice for Justice” conference, will tackle a fundamental challenge for a justice seeking person: “How do we talk about social justice issues?”  How can we effectively communicate when others may disagree with us, misunderstand us or deny that issues exist?  Ms. Warren is the Executive Director of The National Resource Center for the Healing of Racism in Battle Creek who has a Masters of Arts in Psychology with a specialization in Diversity Program Management. Dizzy has been facilitating seminars for over 15 years that have helped people sense the true feelings of other participants and build bonds with people who once distrusted. 
HIGHLIGHTS OF JUSTICE WORKSHOPS – Choose three workshops led by professionals and/or committed justice leaders. These sessions were designed to provide both knowledge & skills:
· Conversations About Implementing Green Sanctuary Projects 
· Strengthen Your Skills as A Legislative Advocate

· Poverty in Michigan: What Can We Do About It?

· Bringing Our Voices Together: How We Do Justice in Our Congregations

· Fair Trade Movement & Fair Trade Coffee

· Deepening Our Anti-Racist Discourse

· Bringing Universal Health Care to Michigan

· Voices for Peace in the Middle East

MORE COOL STUFF – JUST A FEW DAYS TO REGISTER  –  Entertainment by the Segernomics, a young activist rock band; speech by State Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi; singing and two inspirational UU sermonette’s; opportunity to hear Rev. William F. Schulz (former head of Amnesty International) speak on human rights that evening; free child care; continental breakfast and catered lunch; free overnight hospitality; giveaways.  Conference registration fee for adults: just $30; for students or low-income – only $15.  

Don’t delay. Go TODAY to the MUUSJN website and register on-line: www.uujustice.org. You can pay at the door. You can also mail your registration form (see attached) and workshop fees to Gwen Winston, 23300 Providence Dr. #305, Southfield, MI 48075. Call Gwen at 248-233-6162 for more information. 
MUUSJN SENDS LETTERS TO LEGISLATORS & GOVERNOR ON STATE BUDGET CRISIS – On April 14th, the Network sent advocacy letters to Governor Granholm and 63 State Senators and Representatives who represent citizens in all Michigan communities with a UU congregation.  The letter urged these officials to respond to our State’s budget crisis by increasing revenues needed to preserve Michigan’s safety net services for low-income persons rather than making cuts to vital public services. Here’s our first reply from Rep. Mary Valentine: “Thank you for contacting me concerning the budget crisis Michigan is facing. I appreciate hearing from you and value your thoughts …Michigan’s economic future is at risk if we do nothing except lower taxes and cut programs …I firmly believe that during this transition period we must invest in our people”.   We need volunteers to call their local State legislators to make sure they got MUUSJN’s letters. Our UU Network Steering Committee also voted to sign on to a Michigan Non-profit Association State budget advocacy letter that will be sent to all State legislators.  For more information or to request a copy of either letter, contact Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net
NETWORK TO PARTNER WITH MICHIGAN COALITION ON UNIVERSAL HEALTH CAMPAIGN - MUUSJN plans to work with the Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network (MichUHCAN) to train health activists and to educate UU’s and their communities about the principles of a good Michigan health care system. Learn more about strategies for bringing universal health care to Michigan at The Wider Voice for Justice Conference on April 21st.  For more information or to get involved, call contact Lucille McNaughton, MUUSJN Universal Health Task Force Chair, at 313-561-5692.

“STEP IT UP” EVENTS IN MICHIGAN TO FIGHT GLOBAL WARMING – Thanks to Patty Gillis, Director of Voices for Earth Justice, and to others for forwarding information on the National Day of Climate Action on April 14th to demonstrate against global warming. There will be a walk on Belle Isle in Detroit from noon – 2 p.m.  For information about 16 other walks in Michigan, visit the StepItUp website at: www.StepItUp2007.org  For more information, contact Mary Lou Malone, Chair of the MUUSJN Environment Task Force at 313-822-1795. 
MUUSJN’S STORY TOLD AT HEARTLAND SPRING CONFERENCE – On March 31st, over a dozen UU’s got a premier viewing of a new interactive MUUSJN power point presentation at the Heartland Spring Conference in Grand Rapids.  Lucille McNaughton and Randy Block assisted the group to engage in a lively discussion on what is justice, why should we work for it in our congregations, what is the MUUSJN and how can the Network help. To request a presentation at your congregation, contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170.                                              
