UU Justice News – June 2007
www.uujustice.org 
"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”
Martin Luther King Jr. (in his Letter from a Birmingham Jail)

This issue is packed with news and information you and your congregation can use to make justice. For more information, contact Gwen Winston, Network Coordinator, at her new e-mail gwenbwin@sbcglobal.net or call 248-233-6162. Contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  Please duplicate the attached copy of this newsletter for others.
IN THIS ISSUE:
1. UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE ACTION    
2. STATE BUDGET UPDATE: ADVOCATE FOR MORAL BUDGET SOLUTIONS FOR FY 2008
3. JUNE MUUSJN STEERING COMMITTEE 

4. UUSC URGES SWIFT RESOLUTION TO WAR IN IRAQ

5. STOP DR. HOFSINGER FROM BECOMING SURGEON GENERAL 

6. MUUSJN TOTE BAGS, T-SHIRTS & PENS 
7. TASK FORCE MEETINGS: POVERTY – JUNE 30;  UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE – JULY 10TH 

8. PUBLICITY FOR YOUR CONGREGATION’S JUSTICE EVENTS 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE ACTION – Universal Health Care is a hot issue this summer. Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi and 33 other State Representatives recently introduced House Concurrent Resolution No. 22 (see attached) that calls upon the State Legislature to develop a “health care system that provides comprehensive coverage to all residents”. There are plans to put universal health care on the Michigan ballot in 2008. Lucille McNaughton’s MUUSJN Universal Health Care Task Force urges you to bring this issue to your congregation.  Invite speakers from the Michigan Universal Health Care Action Network (www.michuhcan.com) to speak at your congregation. Contact Valerie Pryzywara at vprzywara@sbcglobal.net. Another idea from the Northwest UU Social Responsibility Committee: Invite members of your congregation to a showing of Michael Moore’s new movie “Sicko”; hold a discussion at a local restaurant afterwards. Click http://alternet.org/blogs/video/53571/ to see a trailer of this provocative expose on the U.S. health system that will be in theaters this summer.
STATE BUDGET UPDATE: ADVOCATE FOR MORAL BUDGET SOLUTIONS FOR FY 2008 – During May, the Poverty Task Force urged MUUSJN members to contact their State legislators to seek a moral solution to the FY 2007 budget, one that brings more revenue rather than just cutting essential services.  The Governor and key Legislators now have reached an agreement to “fix” the FY 2007 budget, avoiding a shutdown of State government on June 1st, and have reached an agreement on how to reform and restore Michigan’s Single Business Tax. However, Michigan is projected to have a deficit of $1.6 billion during FY 2008, which begins on October 1st.  Read the attached MUUSJN action alert for talking points. Call your State Representative and Senator to urge them to work for economic justice in the FY 2008 budget.     
JUNE MUUSJN STEERING COMMITTEE – The next meeting of the MUUSJN Steering Committee will be held 7- 9 p.m. Thursday, June 28th at Northwest UU Church, 23925 Northwestern Highway, Southfield.  All are welcome. The agenda includes planning for a MUUSJN justice summit in the fall. For more information, call Randy at 248-549-5170.

UUSC URGES SWIFT RESOLUTION TO WAR IN IRAQ – “Today, as U.S. military actions in Iraq grind into a fifth year, a majority of the people in the United States disapprove of the way President Bush is handling the Iraq War. UUSC urgently calls on the U.S. government to work with the United Nations, Arab League, NATO, and other international agencies, as well as the wider international community, to bring about a ceasefire that would permit a rapid and orderly U.S. withdrawal”. Go to the UUSC website, www.uusc.org/index.shtml, for a complete statement on Iraq. 
STOP DR. HOFSINGER FROM BECOMING SURGEON GENERAL – Thanks to UU Jan Thompson for sending this alert: 

Dear friends,

Guess who President Bush wants to be the next U.S. Surgeon General? Hint: He has called gay 

activity "unnatural and unhealthy," he has compared reproductive organs to plumbing parts, 

and he founded a church that reportedly has a program to "cure" gays. His name is Dr. James 

Holsinger. And he's the man America might be depending on for sound medical advice. I wrote

my Senators, telling them to vote against his nomination. Will you join me?   

www.StopHolsinger.com  I'm outraged - and I knew you would be, too. The Senate needs to hear
from as many of us as possible, so please pass this along. Thanks for taking action!  
-Jan
TOTE BAGS, T-SHIRTS & PENS – Help promote awareness about our UU justice movement in Michigan. Order MUUSJN tote bags ($5 each), several sizes of MUUSJN T-shirts ($10) and MUUSJN pens (2 for $1). Add $2 for shipping for tote bags and t-shirts. Make check to: Birmingham Unitarian Church (write MUUSJN in memo) and mail to: Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073. 
MUUSJN TASK FORCE MEETINGS:  YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THESE FREE CONFERENCE CALLS.
- Poverty Task Force – June 30th, 8:30 – 9:30 p.m. Call 1-800-371-8200, access code: 584107
- Universal Health Task Force – July 10th, Call 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Call 1-800-371-8200, access code: 584107

PUBLICITY FOR YOUR CONGREGATION’S JUSTICE EVENTS - You are invited to forward information about your congregation’s justice events to Randy Block, beelock47@comcast.net for posting in this newsletter or on the MUUSJN website calendar of events: www.uujustice.org  Please include the name of the event and the date, time and place.
