UU Justice News – January 2008
www.uujustice.org 
" No social advance rolls on the wheels of inevitability. It comes through the tireless efforts and persistent work of dedicated individuals."

- Martin Luther King, Jr., civil rights leader

UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  Please duplicate the attached copy of this newsletter for others.
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1.
URGENT!  FEBRUARY 1ST DEADLINE FOR CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT OF UU NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT RESOLUTION - First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Ann Arbor, with support from MUUSJN, sponsored a Nuclear Disarmament Congregational Study/Action Issue (CSAI) proposal that was APPROVED by the UUA Commission on Social Witness.  There are just two CSAI proposal’s on this year’s ballot, BOTH are assured of being presented at GA IF THEY RECEIVE SUFFICIENT “YES” VOTES from 25% of all UU certified congregations (250). Urge your congregation to vote YES before the February 1st deadline by going to the following website: http://dyn.uua.org/congregation  To view the Nuclear Disarmament Study/Action proposal, developed as an act of conscience of late Richard Brown, visit: www.uua.org/socialjustice/issuesprocess/currentissues  In honor of Dick Brown and out of respect for our own survival, please urge your congregation to vote YES today! 

2. UU’s GETTING INVOLVED WITH UNIVERSAL HEALTH CAMPAIGN – UU’s have been an important part of new campaign to put universal health care on Michigan’s November 2008 ballot. The campaign was set in motion by press conferences throughout the State on Tuesday, January 8, 2008 and a kickoff event on Saturday, January 12th.  UU’s are getting involved from congregations in Ann Arbor, Birmingham, Farmington, Flint, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Petoskey, Southfield and Marquette.  If your congregation is not listed here but IS involved, please let me know!  Examples of UU power:  In Jackson, Rev. Cindy Landrum reported that:  11 of 25 people at the local press conference were UU’s;  the UU Church of East Liberty hosted a well attended monthly forum on Universal Health Care; she’s preaching on Universal Health Care; and her church will “likely follow our social mission process and take a vote on taking a stand on this ballot initiative sometime between now and June”.  Ten UU’s were present at the January 12th campaign kickoff event, including Pat Hammer from Birmingham Unitarian Church who volunteered to serve as the Oakland County ballot coordinator.  At Northwest UU, 12 people attended a “Lunch and Learn” session on January 13th that included a Power Point UHC presentation and distributed 48 petitions.   
3. WHAT UU’S CAN DO TO MAKE HEALTH COVERAGE A RIGHT IN MICHIGAN -  You and members of your congregation can:
a. Read about the campaign.  Review the attached article. Visit the campaign website: www.healthcareformichigan.org
b. Request petitions and instructions from MichUHCAN (734-812-0664) or download them from the above website.
c. Organize a meeting at your congregation to orient people to the campaign, distribute petitions and plan strategies. 
d. Identify one or two campaign leaders from your congregation and support their efforts.

e. Report your leader contact information -- and your progress --  to Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net or 248-549-5170. 

f. Start a “viral campaign”. E-mail information about the campaign to friends, list-serves, church newsletters, etc. 

g. Write letters to the editor about the need for universal health care in Michigan.  
4.
UPCOMING MEETINGS: STEERING COMMITTEE, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT & MIDDLE EAST –  (See www.uujustice.org events calendar) 

a.  MUUSJN Steering Committee – 7-9 p.m. January 17th Conference Call. Contact Randy Block for more info: 248-549-5170
b.  Universal Health Care Task Force – 7:30 p.m. January 31st Conference Call. Contact Rayna (810-919-4755) or Lucille (313-561-5692).

c.  Environment Task Force – 7 p.m. February 7th Conference Call. Contact Heather (989-633-3769) or Barbara (313-863-6891).

d.  Justice in the Middle East Task Force – 7 p.m. February 11th Conference Call.  Contact Sarah Redmond (248-752-0388). 

e.  Interfaith Health and Hope Coalition Breakfast – 8 a.m. Sacred Heart Seminary, 2701 W. Chicago, Detroit (see attached reply form).
    The Coalition will feature the UHC campaign during this prayer breakfast. Call Ron Bedford, 810-229-5379
5.
HEARTLAND DISTRICT LEADERS SEE MUUSJN AS MODEL FOR DOING SOCIAL JUSTICE – During a recent conference call with leaders of the Heartland District and MUUSJN, it was noted that “it is the sense of the HUUD Board of Trustees that MUUSJN is doing good work”.   Furthermore, HUUD leaders said they would like to see MUUSJN serve as a model social justice program within the District.  The HUUD Board of Trustees is expected to vote on whether to serve as MUUSJN’s fiscal agent at its February meeting.      
6.   NEW UU JUSTICE IN MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE OFFERS CARTER BOOK STUDY GUIDE -  At the first meeting of MUUSJN’s new Middle East Task Force, members said they would like to encourage discussion of Middle East issues in UU congregations.  See the attached study guide for President Jimmy Carter’s book “Palestine Peace Not Apartheid”, forwarded by Task Force Chair, Sarah Redmond. Also attached is a flyer announcing First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor’s February 3and 17th discussions on “The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy”. The Task Force said that First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor is a model congregation for addressing the issue of justice in the Middle East.       
7.
MUUSJN ADVOCATING FOR FOOD STAMP IMPROVEMENTS – MUUSJN agreed in January 2008 to be a signatory on Michigan League for Human Service letters to House and Senate Conferees finalizing already agreed upon farm bill improvements in the Food Stamp program.  Both House and Senate bills would stop the erosion of benefits that affects over 10 million people, increase the minimum benefit for seniors, help working families by lifting the cap on the child care expense deduction, promote savings for retirement, education, or emergencies, and increasing commodities for emergency food providers to distribute.  All of these improvements should be included in the final bill. However, the new nutrition investments in Senate version of the farm bill are temporary.  The advocacy letters will urge that these improvements become permanent. For more information, contact Lon Johnson at 313-820-9341.
