UU Justice News – February 2008
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“There is hope if people will begin to awaken that spiritual part of themselves, 

that heartfelt knowledge that we are caretakers of this planet.”
- Brooke Medicine Eagle

UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  Please duplicate the attached copy of this newsletter for others.
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1. ACTION ALERT – OPPOSE BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD “REFORM” LEGISLATION  - As recommended by its Universal  Health Care Task Force, MUUSJN urges UU’s to contact Senators Allen, Clark, George, Gleason, Jacobs, Patterson and Sanborn, members of the Senate Health Policy Committee this week.  Urge them to oppose a health insurance “reform” package that would:  allow Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) to charge higher rates for older and sicker people and delay health insurance coverage for persons with preexisting conditions; eliminate State hearings and Attorney General challenges to proposed BCBSM rate increases; and would allow BCBSM to have a higher level of profit and administrative costs (30%) on their policies.  See ATTACHED alert for Senate Health Policy Committee contact information and for background on HB’s 5282 – 5286, which has already passed the Michigan House. 
2. KEN FISHER HIRED AS MUUSJN NETWORK COORDINATOR – The Steering Committee is pleased to announce that Ken Fisher has been hired to serve as a MUUSJN Network Coordinator.  Ken has a long background as a consultant for health and human service agencies and currently serves as chair of the Social Justice Committee of the People’s Church in Ludington.  When Ken returns from travels in Mexico and South America in March, he can be reached at 231-661-8055 or by e-mail at fishtait@oceana.net  Ken will be serving as a support staff for MUUSJN’s Environment, Poverty and Prison Reform Task Forces, will assist the Network to develop a sustainability plan and will be reaching out to assist congregations in western and northern Michigan. 

3. UU CONGREGATIONS INVITED TO TELL THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIONS – Heather Cleland-Host (sol_afire@yahoo.com) and Barbara Stevenson (Barbara@artsleague.com) invite UU’s to send them stories about environmental actions that have been taken in your congregation.  The Environmental Task Force, which now meets by conference call on the 4th Monday of each month at 7 p.m., welcomes new members.  

4. CONTACT MINISTRY FOR EARTH FOR GREEN SANCTUARY SUPPORT – Heather Cleland-Host, Co-Chair of the Environment Task Force, encourages congregations working on a Green Sanctuary program (or interested in doing so) to be sure to contact the program coordinator (Rev. Katherine Jesch) and let her know that you have begun working on candidacy.  She can help you through the steps so that when you eventually make it official, things go smoothly.  Rev. Jesch has said that one of the biggest issues she runs into is that a congregation did not contact her early on and did not know about available resources.  If your congregation is NOT working on a Green Sanctuary program, you may want to consider it.  Contact Rev. Katherine Jesch at Katherine.Jesch@uuministryforearth.org or 503-595-9392.  A PDF document with the steps to becoming a Green Sanctuary is attached.
5. MUUSJN URGES PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES TO TAKE STAND ON PALESTINE – The Justice in the Middle East Task Force, Chaired by Sarah Redmond, has developed a letter that will soon be sent on behalf of MUUSJN to urge Presidential candidates Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, John McCain and Mike Huckabee to take a position that embraces the need for the U.S. to be an honest broker for a just peace in the Middle East that would support the worth and dignity of citizens of both Israel and Palestine.  Sample letters will soon be e-mailed to the Network to give individual UU’s an option for communicating their views to members of Congress.   
6. UU’S URGED TO REPORT PROGRESS ON UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE CAMPAIGN – UU activists are getting involved in a campaign to put universal health care on Michigan’s ballot this fall. They have been asked to report to Randy Block (beelock47@comcast.net) each month the total signatures collected by members of their congregations.  MUUSJN’s modest goal of collecting 2,000 signatures out of the 500,000 needed to put UHC on the ballot should be easily exceeded if we all do what we can to bring universal health care to Michigan.  At Northwest UU Church in Southfield seven people collected 275 signatures during January.  There is still time to engage people at your congregation in this campaign.  For more information or copies of petitions, go to the Health Care for Michigan website: www.healthcareformichigan.org  

7. MUUSJN STEERING COMMITTEE – This group, that includes representatives from most Michigan UU congregations, meets on the third Thursday of each month. This month, the Steering Committee meets  from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, February 21st via conference call. 
8. INVITATION TO JOIN JUSTICE IN THE MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE – MUUSJN’s newest task force, Justice in the Middle East, is looking for a representative from each congregation to participate in our monthly phone conference meeting (held at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of each month) to help bring the issue of justice for the people of Palestine and peace to Israel.  Please contact Sarah Smith Redmond, Paint Creek UUC, for information about the Task Force and/or to become involved.  SocialJusticeMI@gmail.com, or call 248-941-0324.
9.
REPORT ON UU TRIP TO ISRAEL & PALESTINE AT BUC - Sara Smith Redmond will speak at Birmingham Unitarian Church, 38651 Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills at 12:30 p.m. at Sunday February 17th after the second service.  In October 2007, Sara Smith Redmond, the Peace, Justice and Outreach Chair at Paint Creek UU Congregation, traveled to Israel/Palestine with nine members of Unitarian-Universalists for Justice in the Middle East. There they met with Israeli and Palestinian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim peace activists to further their knowledge of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and lend moral support to those who are working for a just and lasting peace. She will share with us what the group learned on its journey and how it affects all Americans.  Unitarian-Universalists for Justice in the Middle East (UUJME), an independent affiliate of UUA, is an organization of concerned UU's working for peace and justice in Palestine and Israel, including a settlement affirming the equality, dignity and freedom of all peoples involved. The principal activities of UUJME are educational programs, including appearances at General Assembly and sponsorship of trips to Israel/Palestine. Contact Pat Hammer at 248-644-6568. 
10. COMMUNITY UU BRIGHTON CO-SPONSORS ML KING CONCERT 7 P.M. FEBURARY 28-  Community UU’s of Brighton are co-sponsoring this event that features musicians Matt Watroba and Robert Jones performing civil rights and underground railroad music held at Brighton Education and Community Center, 125 S. Church Street, Brighton, $10/person; $15/family. Call Julie: 586-924-3303. 
11. INVITATION TO BE NOURISHED BY NATIVE TEACHINGS - I would be pleased to invite interested UU Clergy, lay leaders,  RE folks, and other good folks to spend some time - a day or more – in Northern Michigan for some nourishing Native Culture teachings.  Please let me know of specific areas of interest.  Chi Megwiich (Thanks in heart and spirit), Ken Allen (representative of the UU Church of Petoskey on the MUUSJN Steering Committee).  Call: 231.582.1606 (h), 231.675.3954 (c)  
