UU Justice News – August 2007
www.uujustice.org 
"Knowledge is Power”
 – Francis Bacon (1561-1626)
This issue has news and information you and your congregation can use to make justice. For more information, contact Gwen Winston, Network Coordinator, at gwenbwin@gbaileywinston.com or call 248-233-6162. Contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  Please duplicate the attached copy of this newsletter for others.
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1.
COLLECT PETITION SIGNATURES -- NO DUMPING TOXIC WASTE INTO LAKE MICHIGAN!  The Michigan UU Social Justice Network (MUUSJN), in coordination with Environment Michigan, is launching a petition drive to boycott British Petroleum that operates “BP” gas stations. BP plans to dump almost 5,000 pounds of toxic sludge each day into Lake Michigan through its Whiting Indiana oil refinery.  Print out a petition attached to this e-newsletter, start collecting signatures and mail them to the address on the petition by October 1st. The attached letter should be given to local BP stations to inform them why you’re boycotting their business.  Contact Marquette UU Congregation’s Barb Michael at 906-475-8255.
2. 
UU’S INVITED TO FREE HEALTH CARE REFORM SPEAKER’S TRAINING – The MUUSJN is conducting a statewide health care campaign in partnership with the Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network (MichUHCAN).  The MichUHCAN coalition, Faithful Reform in Health Care and MOSES are offering UU’s a free “Faith-Based Health Care Reform Speakers’ Training” scheduled for Saturday September 15th at Christ the King Catholic Church, 16888 Trinity, in Detroit.  Topics include: overview of U.S. Health System, strategies for reform; and tools for presentations. If health matters to you, grab at this opportunity for free training. Complete the attached registration form and mail it in!  
3.
STATE BUDGET CRISIS: GET UU ACTION POST CARDS IN THE MAIL – Michigan continues to be in crisis -- a budget crisis that can create serious problems for many people, especially low income families. According to the Michigan League for Human Services, State budget cuts could mean that fewer incidents of child abuse will be investigated; fewer day care centers and nursing homes will be inspected; and more low-income families who lose health coverage will die prematurely.  Some predict State elected officials will not resolve the budget crisis until late September.  You are urged to contact your State Senator and State representative. Mail the attached UU post cards that say: “Don’t Balance Michigan’s Budget on the Backs of Poor Families. Raise Revenues”.   Contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170.       

4.   GOALS SET FOR FALL JUSTICE SUMMIT - This Fall (tentatively, November 10th), UU justice leaders will gather at a Michigan congregation to build an agenda for justice that is grounded in our UU principles.  We identified several Summit goals at our August 16th planning session:  

* Get UU’s energized and engaged; 

* Build relationships between Michigan UU justice leaders;  

* Learn what issues matter to Summit participants and their congregations; 
* Help participants learn how justice issues are grounded in our UU principles;

* Provide information and support for justice work in our congregations;  
* Clarify UU justice priorities; and

* Build a three year Network action agenda. 

The next Summit Planning group will meet at 2 p.m. Sunday, September 9th at First UU Church of Ann Arbor.   
5. NETWORK SUPPORTS NUCLEAR WEAPONS POLICY STUDY ACTION ISSUE - During August, MUUSJN Steering Committee members voted on-line to support a nuclear weapons policy Study Action Issue developed by Richard Brown from the First UU Church of Ann Arbor that will be submitted for consideration at General Assembly in 2008.  Mr. Brown’s proposal (attached) thoughtfully raises important issues and strategies for reshaping U.S. nuclear policy so we and our grandchildren might be able to survive in a world filled with nuclear terror. Our support is particularly gratifying to Richard who is terminally ill with cancer and may not live to see his resolution introduced.  Thank you, Richard, from all of us! 
    6.  STATEWIDE UU JUSTICE NETWORKS RECOMMEND GLOBAL WARMING ACTIONS – During August, Gwen Winston and Randy Block attended a UU Service Committee conference for Statewide UU justice networks. Among the many things accomplished, the justice leaders agreed to address Global Warming as an issue during the coming year.  Specific strategies recommended include:  FEDERAL & STATE LEGISLATIVE - supporting federal climate change legislation and, as appropriate, seeking to influence Governors to address global warming; and EDUCATIONAL - In collaboration with the Ministry for Earth, participate in a “UU branded” version of Earth Day and serve as a catalyst for UU congregations to implement the UUA’s Global Warming SAI.  The UUSC assigned a part-time staff to assist with State UU Justice Networks on this issue. 
7. 
UU’s TO MARCH FOR HEALTH CARE IN DETROIT LABOR DAY PARADE – On September 3rd, UU’s will be marching in the Detroit Labor Day parade along with other advocates for universal health care.  JOIN US at 9 a.m. on Woodward Avenue between Forest and Hancock.  Look for the blue Health Care for All balloons.  Balloon and sign carriers are needed!  Call Marjorie Mitchell of MichUHCAN at 248-477-7911. 
8.  COMMUNITY UU BRIGHTON SPONSORING PEACE RALLY – Julie Bohnhorst from the Community UU’s of Brighton is sponsoring and invites others to a peace rally at 7 p.m. September 21, the "International Day of Peace." at the Historic Livingston County Courthouse (front lawn), 200 E. Grand River, Howell, MI. 48843.  “We will have prayers and words of peace, speakers and a candlelight vigil.”
9. 
MUUSJN HEALTH AND POVERTY TASK FORCE MEET IN AUGUST – You are invited to participate in a MUUSJN conference call during the last week in August.  The Health Task Force will meet from 7:30 to: 8:25 p.m. and the Poverty Task Force will meet from 8:30 to 9:25 p.m. To participate in group, call 1-800-371-8200 and, when requested, enter access code: 584107 
10. 
LINK YOUR CONGREGATION TO MUUSJN! – Open doors to justice information on your congregation’s website!  Add a link to the MUUSJN website.  Send information about your congregation’s justice events to Randy Block, beelock47@comcast.net for posting in this newsletter or on the MUUSJN website calendar of events: www.uujustice.org  Please include the name of the event and the date, time and place.
