UU Justice News – April 2008
www.uujustice.org 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  -- Martin Luther King
UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  For further information, contact Ken Fisher, MUUSJN Network Coordinator at fishtait@oceana.net or call him at 231-861-8055.  Attached is an updated MUUSJN brochure.  Please print and distribute this brochure at your congregation. Please discard all brochures that do not list the Heartland District as the Network’s fiscal agent. 
IN THIS ISSUE:
1. MUUSJN HELPS HEARTLAND STARTS SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

2. HEALTH CAMPAIGN UPDATE
3. NETWORK PLANS FOR 2009 IN UUSC PROPOSAL 

4. ENVIRONMENT TASK FORCE MEETS IN LANSING

5. WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH YOUR ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAYMENT?

6. OPPORTUNITY TO GO TO NEW ORLEANS WITH BRIGHTON UU’S
7. BRIGHTON UU’S INSPIRATIONAL JUSTICE STORY 

8. UU PEACEMAKING RESOURCES

9. UU JUSTICE NETWORK MEETINGS

10. OTHER EVENTS
1. MUUSJN HELPS HEARTLAND STARTS SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE – In the April edition of Heartline, Nancy Combs-Morgan, Acting Director of the UUA’s Heartland District, thanked MUUSJN for assisting the District to organize a new District Social Justice Committee:  “I am extremely pleased that we are working with MUUSJN to help jump start our district's social justice efforts. Our primary goal on a district level is to assist our congregations with their social justice work; to provide resources and even links to trainings that will enable you all to do the important work of building a more loving, humane and just world. At the Annual Meeting, we had 17 folks sign up from 10 congregations to be their congregation's contact person to our emerging district social justice committee-- for those folks who couldn't come to the Annual Meeting, please let me know if you and your congregation would like to participate in our emerging social justice efforts”. 

2. UPDATE ON UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE CAMPAIGN – Over 100,000 signatures have been collected so far in the Health Care for Michigan Campaign.  UU’s from 13 congregations helped get 1,800 of these signatures. With help from all Michigan UU congregations, as part of a coalition of groups under the umbrella of the Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network, we can put universal health care on the ballot this fall.  For petitions or more information, go to www.healthcareformichigan.org or call Randy Block at 248-549-5170.   
3. NETWORK PLANS FOR 2009 IN UUSC PROPOSAL – Earlier this month, MUUSJN submitted a $15,000 grant request from the UU Service Committee.  Proposed Network plans include: supporting Network Task Forces to educate and activate UU’s on Universal Health Care, Poverty, Environment, Justice in the Middle East, and Prison Reform; organizing UU legislative advocacy training; serving as a resource for Michigan UU congregations; expanding Network membership; supporting Heartland District justice efforts; and developing plans to assure the Network’s financial sustainability.  The UUSC has awarded MUUSJN $10,000 grants for the last three years. 
4. ENVIRONMENT TASK FORCE MEETS IN LANSING - On April 12, the Environmental Task Force held a face-to-face meeting involving 15
UU’s from seven congregations. Co-chairs Heather Cleland-Host and Barbara Stevenson facilitated a discussion of the status of social justice efforts at each church and the Congregational Social Action Issues to be discussed at the upcoming General Assembly in Fort Lauderdale. The group also discussed the three priorities of the Task Force: Clean Energy, Clean Water, and Clean Earth. A follow-up meeting is planned for the fall in Ann Arbor.
5.
WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH YOUR ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAYMENT? – Starting in May, the U.S. Treasury will begin sending economic stimulus payments to more than 130 million households ($600 for individuals and $1,200 for couples).  During April, the MUUSJN Steering Committee voted to invite UU congregations to channel these payments to help people with the greatest economic need.  Individuals who feel economically secure are being invited to contribute all or part of their IRS windfall to their congregation, which will choose how these funds should be used to serve low-income people. The Network also requests that 10% of stimulus payment contributions be donated to MUUSJN to support its justice efforts.  Checks to MUUSJN are tax deductible if written to the Heartland District of UUA (write MUUSJN in the memo) and mailed to Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, Michigan 48073.  Contact Ken Fisher at 231-861-8055. 
6.
OPPORTUNITY TO GO TO NEW ORLEANS WITH BRIGHTON UU’S - CUUB's Social Justice Committee is hoping to organize a trip for area UU’s to participate in the UUA-UUSC Gulf Coast Volunteer Program June 7th through June 14th. Volunteers will be assisting in the ongoing recovery efforts of this still devastated region. If there is enough interest, we are planning to charter a bus. If interested, please contact Tabitha Metreger ASAP at metreger@charter.net or 734-232-0389. See http://www.uusc.org/gulfcoastvolunteerprogram/index.html 
7.
BRIGHTON UU’S INSPIRATIONAL JUSTICE STORY - Julie Bohnhorst, Social Justice Chair of the Community UU’s of Brighton congregation, passed along an inspirational story that shows how our justice work can have a ripple effect. “Hi Randy,   I forgot to tell you a story. Blair (on the flyers I sent) performed at CUUB a few weeks ago as part of our Black History Month celebration. One of our members, Reuben, is a student in Chicago....(commuting and will start law school at Wayne State in the fall....) He was so inspired by Blair that he returned to campus in Chicago and organized an anti-hate crimes rally. 100 attended and there were several speakers including the dean and some professors. Reuben got permission from Blair to read one of his poems.”  

8.
UU PEACEMAKING RESOURCES – Rev. Frank Carpenter, who led a peacemaking workshop at the Heartland District Spring Conference, forwarded this information:  www.uua/peacemaking will give you information on the CSAI process, list serves, success stories and the small group ministry material, among other things.  The UU Wiki, http://uuism.net/uuwiki/index.php?title=Peacemaking gives more information about peacemaking resources, including what other congregations are doing.  You are invited to send your UU peacemaking success stories to Rev. Carpenter at: rev.carpenter@fuse.net
9.
UU JUSTICE NETWORK MEETINGS (Call to request conference call numbers):

- Prison Reform Conference Call – April 24, 7 p.m.  Call: Kate at 734-662-1820


- Poverty Task Force – May 5th, 8:30 p.m. Call: Ken at 231-861-8055.

- Justice in Middle East Task Force – May 12th, 7 p.m. Call Sarah at 248-752-0388.


- Universal Health Task Force – May 15th, 7:30 p.m. Call Randy at 248-549-5170.

- Environment Task Force – May 26th, 7 p.m.  Call Heather at 989-633-3769.
- MUUSJN Steering Committee – May 27th, 7 p.m. Call Randy at 248-549-5170.  
(NOTE: Steering Committee meetings will now be held on the 4th Tuesday of each month)

10.
OTHER EVENTS: 

VOICES FOR EARTH JUSTICE EARTH DAY RETREAT - Sunday, April 27, 2008, 1-5 PM, University of Michigan-Dearborn's Environmental Interpretive Center, 4901 Evergreen, Dearborn. Keynote address by State Rep. Kathleen Law, champion for a safer and healthier Michigan.  Multiple workshops. Fee: $25.00 - scholarships available.  Register by April 21, 2008. Call: 248-351-9001. 
MICHIGAN POLICY SUMMIT 2008 – Help shape policy in health care, clean energy and education. Sponsored by Michigan Prospect, a coalition of progressive organizations.  At the Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. $30. Register at: www.mipolicysummit.org
HEALTH CARE HEROS DINNER (recommended by Universal Health Task Force) 6:30 p.m. June 21at Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church, 2080 W. Grand Blvd, Detroit.  For more details, see:  http://www.michuhcan.com/Display.aspx?page=HeroesDinner
SABEEL CONFERENCE (a UU Justice in Middle East recommended event): Hold the Date:  At First Presbyterian Church in Birmingham September 25 – 27th.  This conference, featuring Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, is a tremendous opportunity to learn more and take action for justice in Palestine.
