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“Silence never won rights. They are not handed down from above; they are forced by pressures from below.”  
                                            ~Roger Baldwin (founder of the ACLU)

Please make copies of the UU Justice News and distribute them to your congregation or community groups.  To submit articles for this e-newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Director, at randyblock@yahoo.com  
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NATIONAL HEALTH REFORM AT A TURNING POINT –  Our right to quality health care for all is something that will not be won by simply waiting to see what President Obama and Congress will do,  It will come when we demand that they move forward with to finish the job of passing meaningful health reform.  Monday, January 25th is a national call in day.  Call your U.S. Representative toll free at 1-877-264-4226. Call President Obama at 202-456-1111.  Tuesday, January 26th is a day when MoveOn, HCAN, SEIU and MUUSJN co-sponsored rallies Emergency Health Reform Rallies being held in Oak Park, Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing and Traverse City.  To sign-up go to: www.Moveon.org. The January 19th Massachusetts was not a referendum on health care reform. It is a call for President Obama and Congress to work harder and smarter to do the right thing for the American people. 
CALL FOR UU LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATES -- LET OUR VOICES BE HEARD – UUs are stepping up to organize teams of MUUSJN legislative advocates in their congregations.  These teams are forming in congregations in Traverse City, Birmingham, Lansing, Southfield, Detroit, Ludington, Petoskey and Kalamazoo and in a UAW child care providers union. Legislative advocates and team leaders are needed in all Michigan communities to call State legislators to urge them to answer MUUSJN’s survey of state budget crisis options before February 5th.  Go to the MUUSJN website (www.uujustice.org) for links to talking points and your State Representative and Senators. If you’re interested in becoming a UU legislative advocate in your congregation, call Randy at 248-549f-5170
NETWORK SUPPORTS SOLUTIONS TO STATE BUDGET CRISIS – Michigan is facing an unprecedented economic crisis.  Michigan’s budget shortfalls resulted in painful budget cuts this year to education, revenue sharing for local communities, health human services and services for children and senior citizens.  Michigan’s financial crisis will only get worse unless legislators find ways to generate new revenues, cut waste and promote economic development.  Click HERE to see a survey of revenue generating options that MUUSJN sent to all State Senators and Representatives during January.  If legislators expand their vision about how to balance the budget, they can stabilize our state’s finances and better respond to needs of Michigan residents.  Our Network is beginning a campaign to educate the public about the need to adopt a graduated income tax.   If you’d like a speaker on this topic at your congregation, contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170.
MUUSJN APPEAL: KICK OFF LGBT RIGHTS PETITION DRIVE ON VALENTINE’S DAY - MUUSJN invites your congregation to start collecting signatures on the attached petitions on Valentine's Day. The petitions, which call for equal treatment for people from GBLT communities, should be collected throughout the month of February and then mailed to MUUSJN at 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073.  Person who sign the petitions will be connected to the UUA’s Standing on the Side of Love campaign work nationally and (through MUUSJN) here in Michigan.  We'd like to hear what your congregation is doing as part of the SSL campaign. 
FORUM ON WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENT: MARCH 21, 2010 – Birmingham Unitarian Church, MUUSJN, The Innocence Project, Just Justice, MOSES, and the Michigan Campaign for Justice are co-sponsoring a community forum on “Wrongful Imprisonment: Raising Awareness, Taking Action” scheduled for 2 p.m. Sunday March 21st at Birmingham Unitarian Church, 38651 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills.   This forum will include a presentation by Ken Wyniemko, a Michigan prisoner who was released with help from the Innocence Project, and will include information about how the public can help restore some justice for individuals who have been wrongfully imprisoned.  For information, call: 586-553-4790 or 248-549-5170.
HAITI STILL NEEDS OUR HELP: UUA/UUSC APPEAL – More than a week since the devastating earthquake rocked Port-au-Prince, the situation on the ground remains perilous as Haitian themselves are working to provide immediate rescue and recovery of their countrymen.  Since that time, the UUA/UUSC Joint Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund has received over $400,000 in donations.  The UUSC has been working directly with Haitian organizations as they organize relief teams to respond to urgent needs.  For more information or to contribute go to: www.uusc.org
MIDDLE EAST JUSTICE REPORT- Sarah Redmond reports:  Six Michigan Peace Team members, who recently took part in an international peace march in Gaza, are willing to share their experience with any group or congregation. Contact Michigan Peace Team for more information on their trip or how to arrange a speaker.  The Marquette UU Congregation took up a shared plate collection for The Gaza Community Mental Health Program, a U.S. non-profit charity, involving many Unitarians and UU Justice in the Middle East Leaders.  Consider having your congregation join UUs for Justice in the Middle East, a national group working for understanding of the Israel/Palestine conflict.  They have a sermon contest with a $300 prize for preaching on “the quest for a just peace between Palestine and Israeli’s”.  The prize will be awarded at the UUA General Assembly in Minneapolis this summer.
BUC HOLDS CONFLICT RESOLUTION WORKSHOP SERIES - Birmingham Unitarian Church is holding a series of four workshops on:  how to handle conflict and controversy; how to become a better listener; and how to be an effective voice for peace.  These sessions are being led from 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. Mondays March 1, 8, 15 and 22 at BUC by trainers Joe Jenio and Laura Bassier Stpczyhnski who have many years experience in conflict management and dispute resolution.  Series of four: $98; seniors (65+ and students (15+) $88.  Call Pat Hammer for reservations:  248-644-6568. 
FIRST UU ANN ARBOR HOSTS MIDDLE EAST LECTURE –  At 1 p.m. February 14th, Dr. Ronald Stockton, a research associate at the U of M Center for Middle East and North African Studies, will speak on “Christian Zionism” at First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor, 4001 Ann Arbor – Saline Road.  For more information, contact Larry Cooper at 734-420-4679. 
UU YOUTH ORGANIZE FEB 6TH SOCK HOP BENEFIT FOR THE HOMELESS -  Youth from BUC, UU Church of Farmington and Northwest UU Church organized a Sock Hop and Potluck for all ages.  It will be held on February 6th at Birmingham Unitarian Church to have some family fun and to collect socks and financial contributions for the homes in Metro Detroit.  Admission:  2 pairs of socks in advance/3 at the door; $3 in advance/$5 at the door. Register at UUCF, NWUU and BUC or via e-mail: uucftapestry@gmail.com.  For more information, call Nancy Otto, 248-227-4159. 
VISIT MUUSJN WEBSITE COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR – For more information about current justice events, visit the MUUSJN Justice Calendar at: 

http://www.uujustice.org/justicecalendar.html  Send your UU justice events to randyblock@yahoo.com,
