UU Justice News – July/August 2009
www.uujustice.org 
"Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane"
-- Martin Luther King, Jr.
Please make copies of the UU Justice News and distribute them to your congregation.  To submit articles for this e-newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at randyblock@yahoo.com  
IN THIS ISSUE:
· MICHIGAN UU’s STAND ON THE SIDE OF LOVE FOR HEALTH CARE REFORM 
· MUUSJN HEALTH ACTIVIST TRAINING SPARKS ACTION COMMITMENTS
· HEAR PRES. OBAMA ON AUGUST 19TH INTERFAITH HEALTH CONFERENCE CALL   

· NETWORK AWARDED GRANT TO WORK FOR BUDGET ADVOCACY & PROGRESSIVE INCOME TAX
· GET CONNECTED: ENVIRONMENT TASK FORCE CONFERENCE CALL: 7 p.m. August 24, 2009
· MUUSJN CO-SPONSORS PUBLIC DEFENSE CONFERENCE September 22nd IN SOUTHFIELD

· UU  PEACE FAIR IN FLINT: August 15th 
· CANDIDATE FORUM AT 1ST UU OF DETROIT: August 21st  

· SAVE THE DATE: MUUSJN CONFERENCE OCTOBER 10th IN FLINT                                                                                                                                                   
MICHIGAN UU’s STAND ON THE SIDE OF LOVE FOR HEALTH CARE REFORM – Rev. Cindy Landrum and 14 other members of her congregation participated in a demonstration in Jackson on August 13, 2009 to send a message of caring for health care reform.  This demonstration was designed to counteract an anti-health care reform protest that was scheduled near Rep. Mark Schauer’s office. The pro-health care reform activists greatly outnumbered the right wing protesters. For more information on this event, visit Rev. Cindy’s blog:  http://revcyn.blogspot.com/2009/08/rally-for-healthcare-in-jackson-mi.html  Dr. Rayna Bick, Co-Chair of MUUSJN Health Task Force, gave a sermon on health care at her congregation on August 16, 2009 and has been very active with PICO, an interfaith group working for health reform.  MUUSJN has recruited people from 16 Michigan UU congregations to serve as rapid response leaders to mobilize UU’s to work for progressive health care reform.  To get involved, visit MUUSJN’s website: www.uujustice.org/universalhealthcare.html
MUUSJN HEALTH ACTIVIST TRAINING SPARKS ACTION COMMITMENTS – People from five UU congregations and from Methodist, Lutheran, United Church of Christ, Catholic and Buddhist churches attended a MUUSJN Health Training, on August 8th at First UU Congregation in Ann Arbor. At this training, co-sponsored by MichUHCAN, activists were updated on federal health legislation, learned how to communicate health reform messages, were given action tools and made many action commitments to work for health reform during August.  Also attending this training were leaders from the Child Care Providers Together Michigan union who agreed to send health advocacy information to their 40,000 members. 
HEAR PRES. OBAMA ON AUGUST 19TH INTERFAITH HEALTH CONFERENCE CALL – People from all faiths are invited to hear President Obama and others speak on health reform on a nationwide conference call at 5 p.m. Wednesday, August 19th.   For more information or to sign up to be on this call go to:
www.faithfulreform.org 

NETWORK AWARDED GRANT TO WORK FOR BUDGET ADVOCACY & PROGRESSIVE INCOME TAX – MUUSJN was recently awarded a $5,000 grant from Michigan Voice, an organization that coordinates and supports non-profit organizations involved with civic engagement activities.  The grant supports our Network’s work with a progressive coalition for a FY 2010 state budget that preserves Michigan’s safety net services by closing tax loopholes and making other government reforms.  The grant will also support MUUSJN’s work to educate the public about the need for a progressive income tax.  

INVITATION TO UU ENVIRONMENT LEADERS TO GET CONNECTED – Heather Cleland-Host, Chair of MUUSJN’s Environment Task Force, would like to hear from people from ALL Michigan UU congregations who care about the environment.  She’s setting up a list-serve where UU environmental activists can share what they’re doing and learn from each other.  You are also invited to participate in a MUUSJN Environment Task Force toll-free conference call at 7 p.m. Monday, August 24th.  To get information about this call or to share your environmental concerns, please contact Heather at 989-633-3769 or e-mail her at: hlchsolstice@gmail.com
MUUSJN CO-SPONSORS PUBLIC DEFENSE CONFERENCE September 22nd IN SOUTHFIELD – The public is invited to an interfaith roundtable forum on public defense scheduled for 3 p.m. Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at the Southfield Public Library located at 26300 Evergreen Rd, Southfield.  Learn why upholding the right to counsel is an important issue in our communities. Pat Hammer, from Birmingham Unitarian Church, was involved in help plan this event which is being co-sponsored by MUUSJN.  
UU  PEACE FAIR IN FLINT: August 15th -  You are invited to the “UU 2009 Peace Fair” being held at 10 a.m. Saturday August 15th at the UU Church of Flint, 2474 S. Ballenger Hwy, Flint.  The fair includes music, poetry, kids activities and catered food.  

$5 donation requested. Special sponsors for this event include: LINK Community Arts and RAISE IT UP! Youth Arts and Awareness. 

CANDIDATE FORUM AT 1ST UU OF DETROIT: August 21st  - First Unitarian Church of Detroit is hosting a Candidate Forum for Mayor, City Clerk and School Board on Friday, August 21 at 6:40 p.m.  For more details and to RSVP click on this FACEBOOK link:  
http://www.facebook.com/n/?event.php&eid=119536980517&mid=e64ce4G61d0531aG75e7b8G7
FALL MUUSJN CONFERENCE IN FLINT – “BUILDING POWER FOR JUSTICE: UU’S CAN!”  Mark Saturday, October 10th on your calendar as the day you attend MUUSJN’s annual conference at the UU Church of Flint.  Our plans include providing training on coalition building, using interfaith justice strategies and communicating our messages more powerfully through Internet tools.  We also plan to have workshops on our priority justice issues:  health care for all, poverty, environment, prison reform and justice in the Middle East.   More information will be sent to you on this don’t miss event. 
