UU Justice News – February 2009
www.uujustice.org 
"Let us have faith that right makes might and, in that faith let us, to that end, dare to do our duty as we understand it."
-- Abraham Lincoln
As we celebrate the 200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln, we can take heart that this great president knew that doing the RIGHT thing was not easy, but it could be a powerful experience.  So it is with being an activist for social justice.  Please make copies of the UU Justice News and distribute them to your congregation.  To submit articles for this e-newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at randyblock@yahoo.com  
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1. CELEBRATE A MAJOR VICTORY: CONGRESS OK’S $2 BILLION FOR CHILD CARE! President Obama will soon be signing the 2009 Economic Stimulus bill that includes $2 billion for child care for low-income families.  MUUSJN mobilized UU’s in the Heartland District, as well as our partners (the Child Care Providers Together Michigan union (UAW), the Michigan Welfare Rights Organization and the Michigan Child Care Task Force) to call members of Congress to expand child care as a job creation strategy for low income families.  Thanks to all who make phone calls and e-mails. We made a difference!! 
2. NETWORK INVOLVEMENT IN STATE & FEDERAL HEALTH CAMPAIGNS – MUUSJN is a co-sponsor of a legislative luncheon on February 26th in Lansing for State Representatives to inform them about our health care for all legislative priorities, including the need for affordable catastrophic health coverage for all Michigan residents.  Speaker of the House, Rep. Andy Dillon, has agreed to introduce a catastrophic health insurance bill and a bi-partisan committee on catastrophic health coverage is being formed in the Senate.  MUUSJN is working in coalition with various organizations to push members of Congress to support health care reform at the national level.  Contact Dr. Rayna Bick (810-659-1067) or Lucille McNaughton (313-561-5692) Health Task Force Co-Chairs, for more info. 
3. PROPOSAL FOR UU PROJECTS:  PROGRESSIVE INCOME TAX & JUSTICE IN MIDDLE EAST. MUUSJN submitted a proposal to RESIST, Inc. to educate UU’s and others about the benefits of having a more progressive State income tax.  If funded, this proposal would also allow the Network to support a local UU coalition of Middle East activists from the Birmingham Unitarian Church and the Paint Creek UU Church to educate others on justice issues affecting Israel and Palestine.  We expect to know the status of this proposal in April, 2009. 
4. MUUSJN NEEDS SUPPORT FROM INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS – Your generous tax deductible contributions are needed to help keep our UU justice movement going and growing.  This is the last year that the Network will have funding from the UU Service Committee. Letters requesting Michigan UU congregations and fellowships to take a special plate collection for MUUSJN have been mailed to Board Chairs and justice activists from each Michigan UU congregation.  Very soon you should be able to make donations to MUUSJN on-line via PayPal.  In the meantime, you can make tax deductible contributions to the Network by writing a check to Heartland District of UUA and mailing it to: Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073.  
5. SEND US YOUR CONGREGATION’S RECIPES FOR JUSTICE BY FEBRUARY 28, 2009 – Some of the best ideas for making justice may the ones that are already being done in YOUR UU congregation or fellowship.  Please send us one or more of your recipes (a simple, step by step project description) by February 28th so we can publish it in a Heartland District Social Justice Cookbook and share them with others. Go to the MUUSJN website (www.uujustice.org); click on the recipe link; enter your information; and save your recipe as a document.  Then forward it to Randy Block at randyblock@yahoo.com You can also mail to: Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073. I can’t wait to taste your recipe!
6. FIND FRIENDS ON THE NETWORK’S NEW FACEBOOK PAGE -  Just a month ago, MUUSJN Network Coordinator Jeannie Miernik set up MUUSJN’s new Facebook page.  To find it, you have to become a member of Facebook (no charge) and search under the words:  “Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network”.  The page includes information about justice actions and creates opportunities to become “friends” and exchange your thoughts and feelings with others.  So far, 26 people have already signed, including a teenager from 1st UU of Detroit who said he would like to get involved with justice activities.  Now that is inspirational!  Would you please share the news of this UU social networking opportunity with others in your congregation’s newsletter? It’s a way to build our community.   
7. SECULAR SOBRIETY:  A NON-DOGMATIC RESOURCE FOR PEOPLE WITH ADDICTIONS – Morris Goodman, a member of Northwest UU Church, asked that an article he wrote about “Alcoholism, Addiction and Sobriety” be published in this e-newsletter.  Click HERE to read Morris’ appeal to help people with addictions get help.  Secular Sobriety is an organization that helps people with addictions to get and stay sober without dogma. To find the nearest Secular Sobriety organization, go to: http://www.cfiwest.org/sos/asp/find.asp
8. UUA OFFERS MONTHLY JUSTICE ACTIONS – Did you know that the UUA’s Office of Congregational Advocacy and Witness is providing justice action themes and strategies for each month of 2009?  For February the theme is: BGLT; For March – Sexuality Education Call-in Days: April – Environmental Justice; May and June – Immigration.  For more information go to: www.uua.org/socialjustice
9. UU JUSTICE MEETINGS: (for more complete list, see events calendar on: www.uujustice.org) 
a. Feb 19th - Community UU’s of Brighton Co-sponsors Black History Month Concert: Matt Watroba and Robert Jones, 7- 9 p.m. , Howell Opera House. $10. Call 586-924-3303.

b. Feb 19th - MUUSJN Steering Committee Conference Call, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. Call Randy Block for toll free number and access code. 

c. Feb 26th - Legislative Lunch/Briefing on Health Care, House Office Building, Mackinac Rm, Lansing, 10:30 a.m. MUST BE REGISTERED to attend. Call:   734-812-0664. 
d. March 10th - MUUSJN Poverty Task Force – 7:30 p.m.  Call Randy Block for toll free number and access code. 
e. March 12th - Universal Health Task Force –7:30 p.m.  Call Randy Block for toll free number and access code. 
