UU Justice News – April 2009
www.uujustice.org 
"Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane"
-- Martin Luther King, Jr.
Please make copies of the UU Justice News and distribute them to your congregation.  To submit articles for this e-newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at randyblock@yahoo.com  
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1. SIGN-UP WITH CAMPAIGN FOR HEALTH CARE FOR ALL IN 2009 – MUUSJN is moving full steam ahead in a campaign to advocate with Congress to achieve comprehensive, quality, affordable health care for all in 2009.   UU’s have agreed to serve as rapid response leaders in their congregations in 10 communities:  Birmingham, Flint, Grand Rapids, Houghton, Kalamazoo, Mt. Pleasant, Portage, Southfield, South Lyon and Traverse City.  We are looking for more activists from more congregations to become involved.  To help us make health care history: 1) click on the following LINK to MUUSJN Health web page;  2) sign your name, contact information and commitments on a sign-up card;  and 3) e-mail OR mail it to Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073.  Call Randy at 248-549-5170 for more information. 
2. UUA URGES EFFECTIVE & JUST CLIMATE CHANGE LEGISLATION - On March 31st, Representatives Waxman and Markey introduced the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009. While it could and should be better, it is the strongest and most comprehensive global climate change legislation introduced to date. Now is the time to push for effective and just climate change legislation. Go to the UUA website and click on this  LINK to send a message to your Representative today to pass the strongest version of this bill possible. Download the PDF version of the action and get your whole congregation involved. 
3. MUUSJN ENVIRONMENT ACTIVISTS MEET IN MIDLAND – The MUUSJN Environment Task Force met in Midland on April 18th to discuss possible actions, including actions related to coal plants, wind power, mindful eating and sulfide mining.  With generosity members of the UU Church of Midland, over $225 was raised to help support the UU Congregation of Ann Arbor’s wind turbine project.  To get involved or to request more information, contact Heather Cleland Host, Environment Task Force Chair, at 989-633-3769. 

4. OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON BAY CITY COAL PLANT -   
5. UU’S HOLD CONFERENCE ON MIDDLE EAST - About 90 people attended a “Just Peace for Palestine and Israel” conference held April 18th at the Birmingham Unitarian Church (BUC).   Carol Christenson reported that the conference, organized by activists from BUC and the Paint Creek UU Congregation, triggered lots of questions and provided information on what people can do to work for a just peace in the Middle East.  Special thanks to Pat Hammer, Carol Christenson and a UU planning committee for their hard work to make this event a success. 
6. MORE UU CONGREGATIONS TAKE PLATE COLLECTIONS FOR MUUSJN – Special thanks to the Community UU’s of Brighton and to the Marquette UU Congregation for taking a special plate collection on behalf of MUUSJN.  If your congregation hasn’t yet done its part to help support our UU justice movement please contact your congregation’s Board Chairperson who received information on this appeal.   

7. HEARTLAND JUSTICE COOKBOOK DISTRIBUTED TO UU CONGREGATIONS – Cookbooks with social justice recipes from 10 UU congregations were distributed this month to all Heartland District and a few other UU congregations). To download a copy of the 50 page cookbook, go to MUUSJN’s website: www.uujustice.org  A $10 contribution for the costs of preparing this booklet will be appreciated. 
8. PRISON REFORM TASK FORCE SUPPORTS PUBLIC DEFENSE REFORM CONFERENCE – The Prison Reform Task Force invites UU’s to attend a conference on “Reforming Michigan’s Public Defense System”.  This free one-day conference, hosted at the Radisson Hotel Lansing, is an opportunity to engage in a discussion about Michigan’s failing public defense system and the ongoing reform efforts taking place in Michigan. You will also join national and local experts in exploring critical public defense issues.  To register, click on this link: http://www.viethconsulting.com/members/evr/eventreg1.php?mid=47773769&evid=1727587&md=&
9. MUUSJN JUSTICE WORKSHOPS WELL RECEIVED AT HEARTLAND CONFERENCE – About 20 people attended two MUUSJN workshops on Working for Justice held at the Heartland District Spring Conference. Here’s a thank you letter from Roger McNett, the UU Board President for the UU Congregation of Fort Wayne:  “I will share your information with those in our congregation who want to make a difference and include others as well.  It was a big step forward. . .One of the first things I did when I got home was go to your web site, update my links and plan to share what you are doing with those at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fort Wayne.  Together, we can make a greater difference.”
10. JUSTICE EVENTS:  (for more complete list, see events calendar on: www.uujustice.org) 
a. Poverty Task Force Conference Call, 7:30 p.m. April 20th – Call Randy Block for toll free number and access code. 

b. MUUSJN Steering Committee Conference Call, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. April 23rd - Call Randy Block for toll free number and access code. 

c. Universal Health Task Force – 7:30 p.m.  May 14th - Call Randy Block for toll free number and access code. 
d. Promoting Michigan Voter Power (MUUSJN Co-sponsoring with League of Women Voters Michigan). 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. April 24th at Henry Ford Community College, 5101 Evergreen, Dearborn.  The event is free for students, $50 for general registration and $15 with a scholarship. The registration deadline is April 16. For registration information, visit www.lwvmi.org, call (517) 484-5383
