UU Justice News – October 2008
www.uujustice.org 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  -- Martin Luther King
UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at randyblock@yahoo.com (new email).  Please make copies of this newsletter and distribute in your congregation. 
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1. TIDES OF CHANGE CONFERENCE ENGAGES JUSTICE LEADERS FROM 12 CONGREGATIONS – Forty-eight UU’s from 12 Michigan UU congregations attended MUUSJN’s “Tides of Change: UU’s Achieving Justice” conference on October 11th at the First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor. Highlights of the conference included:  a lecture by Rep. Rebekah Warren on how to affect change in the Michigan legislature; a presentation by Dr. Kathryn Savoie on climate change; a workshop on environmental justice activities of the First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor; and a dynamic workshop on how UU congregations do justice that included panelists from the First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor, UU Church of Midland and Community UU’s of Brighton.  MUUSJN Task Forces on Environment; Health, Justice in the Middle East, Prison Reform; and Poverty led workshops on issues and actions in their areas.  Thanks to all who planned and participated in this exciting conference!   
2. TIPS ON A LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY:  At the Tides of Change conference, Rep. Rebekah Warren urged UU’s to build relationships with their legislators and to communicate with legislative leaders and individuals on appropriations committees. “Keep legislators posted on issues you care about”, she said.  Face to face meetings are most effective, but e-mails and phone calls will get their attention.  Ms. Warren emphasized that UU’s need to be honest, accurate, passionate (“tell your story”), and polite.  A DVD is being produced that highlights Rep. Warren’s presentation. 
3. CLIMATE CHANGE WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS – Dr. Kathryn Savoie, one of Al Gore’s personally trained presenters, gave an eye-opening presentation on Climate Change at the Tides of Change conference.  After describing climate change cycles over hundreds of thousands of years, Kathryn outlined how the earth’s climate has dramatically warmed outside historical norms during the last 50 years.  Ms. Savoie stated that inaction on climate change could shrink the global economy by 20%, a loss of $7 trillion.  However, she stated that action to stop climate change could cost only 1% of the global domestic growth.  To get involved with the Environment Task Force, call Heather Cleland-Host (989-633-3769) or Barbara Stevenson (313-822-7752).
4. UU HEALTH ADVOCACY CONTINUES! – UU’s, with MUUSJN leadership, gathered 5,000 signatures on petitions this year during a Healthcare Ballot for Michigan campaign. Although the campaign did not get enough signatures to get this proposal on the ballot, UU’s helped build a mandate for affordable, cost-effective quality health care in our State.   MUUSJN sent letters to over 200 candidates for the House of Representatives during September, urging them to make health care an issue in their campaign.  The Network also voted to support the development of legislation in Michigan to provide affordable catastrophic health care coverage and establish an Essential Services Act to assure that hospitals maintain a commitment to communities.   To get involved with the Health Task Force, call Dr. Rayna Bick (810-659-1067) or Lucille McNaughton (313-561-5692). 
5. WORKING FOR AFFORDABLE CHILD CARE & A PROGRESSIVE INCOME TAX –  MUUSJN voted to support its Poverty Task Force’s recommendations that UU’s organize a campaign to make child care more accessible to low-income families, to study the issue of homeless and to work long range for a progressive income tax in Michigan.   For more information, call Rev. Harold Beu (pronounced “boy”), Chair of the Poverty Task Force, at 248-720-9938.  
6. INTRODUCING MUUSJN STAFF JEANNIE MIERNIK – During August, Ms. Jeannie Miernik was hired to serve as MUUSJN Network Coordinator and was assigned to work with the Health Care, Environment and Prison Reform Task Forces.  Jeannie graduated Summa Cum Laude with a BA in Psychology from Kalamazoo College.  She discovered Unitarian Universalism just three years ago and is enthusiastic about her new faith.  Ms. Miernik currently also works at the UU Church of Greater Lansing where she assists newcomers and lay leaders, designs and publishes the church newsletter, recruits and trains volunteers and maintains a membership database.  Jeannie has a special passion for involving young people in justice work. For more information, contact Jeannie at jeannie11111982@yahoo.com
7. NETWORK SUPPORTS CAMPAIGN FOR PUBLIC DEFENSE REFORM – The Network adopted a Prison Task Force recommendation that Michigan create a state-funded public defense delivery system.  The current system forces low-income persons to obtain legal counsel from counties, placing undue hardship on many counties and results in an uneven quality of justice statewide.  To request a speakers on this topic for your congregation, call 517) 372-3050 or email info@michigancampaignforjustice.org.  To get involved with the Prison Task Force, call Kate Warner at 734-662-1820. 
8. TWO CONGREGATIONS SUPPORT MUUSJN WITH PLATE COLLECTIONS – Special thanks to members of the All Souls Community Church of West Michigan and the First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Ann Arbor for their generous contributions to MUUSJN given through special collection plate offerings.  For more information on how your congregation can help sustain our UU justice movement in Michigan, contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170. 

9. UU JUSTICE MEETINGS (conference call #: 1-800-371-8200; access code: 584107)
a. MUUSJN Steering Committee Conference Call – Tuesday, October 28th, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

b. Prison Task Force Conference Call – Wednesday, October 29th, 7:30 – 9 p.m. 

c. Environment Task Force Conference Call – Thursday, November 6th, 7- 8 p.m. 
d. Health Task Force Conference Call – Thursday, November 13th, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

10. HEARTLAND DISTRICT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE INCLUDES JUSTICE TRACK - Heartland District is pleased to present a day-long leadership conference 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. November 8th at People’s Church of Kalamazoo that offers opportunities to build skills, develop  best practices and experience the spiritual dimension of congregational leadership.  This event will include a track on social justice to include workshops on congregational justice work, MUUSJN and international justice.  Register on the HUUD website: www.heartlanduu.org  Registration deadline: October 31, 2008. 
