UU Justice News – November 2008
www.uujustice.org 
"The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." -- Eleanor Roosevelt
UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at randyblock@yahoo.com (new email).  Please make copies of this newsletter and distribute in your congregation. 
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1. LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE OBAMA CAMPAIGN – Here are a few community organizing lessons learned from the Barack Obama campaign for President identified by the MUUSJN Steering Committee: 
a. The power of working for a good cause;

b. Respect people with power;

c. Reach out to and work with all kinds of people, including young people, to solve problems;

d. Be positive, hopeful; 
e. Give people campaign jobs they can do in less than an hour;
f. Provide training and organizing tools on-line.
2. ACTION ALERT: URGE PRESIDENT ELECT OBAMA TO MAKE CHILD CARE MORE ACCESSIBLE – Child care is a critical ingredient needed for low-income families to get jobs and rise out of poverty.  However, working parents are burdened with thousands of dollars each year in child care fees.  In tough economic times, this expense can be out of reach for many low-income families. The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), which provides states with funding to assist low-income working families to become independent, has been frozen at $2.9 billion since FY 2006. In Michigan, payments for child care have risen only 2% in the last 10 years.   By most estimates, more than 200,000 children will lose child care assistance by 2009 if the program continues at the current funding levels.  Urge President Elect Obama to support an increase in CCDBG funding to $4 billion a year to EXPAND low-income families’ access to child care.  If Wall Street can get a $700 billion bailout, can’t we spare $1 more billion for child care? Go to the Obama Transition website. Express your views TODAY:  www.change.gov/agenda/poverty_agenda/
3. INVITATION: SUBMIT YOUR UU CONGREGATION’S RECIPE’S FOR JUSTICE WORK – Your congregation’s justice projects could become models for action in other parts of the UUA’s Heartland District!  Click HERE to complete a form that describes your congregation’s justice project and send it to Randy Block, either electronically or by snail mail: 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073.  We, in partnership with the new Heartland District Social Justice Committee, to organize a “recipe book” of great justice ideas that UU’s can use.  Questions? Call Randy at 248-549-5170. 
4. HEALTH TASK FORCE PARTICIPATING IN PLANNING LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON – MUUSJN has pledged $300 toward the cost of a legislative luncheon being organized by MichUHCAN and MOSES for February 2009. The purpose of the luncheon is to educate our legislators regarding critical health issues, including the need for affordable health coverage to protect Michigan residents against catastrophic health care expenses.  Thanks for Dr. Rayna Bick, a UU from Flint, for taking leadership in helping plan this event. 

5. HEARTLAND DISTRICT SPRING CONFERENCE CELBRATES PEACE, LOVE & JUSTICE - The Heartland District Spring Conference, being held April 3-5, 2009 in Muncie, Indiana, includes speakers and workshops with themes of peace, love and justice.  A Peace Camp workshop is being organized by Michiganders Barbara Stevenson, who this Fall was hired to coordinate District justice activities, and Jennifer Teed, RE Director at the UU Church of Farmington.  MUUSJN has submitted a request to present a workshop on “Working for Justice: Why It Matters and How We Do It”.  To register, go to: www.heartlanduu.org/am09.html
6. FIRST MEETING OF HEARTLAND DISTRICT JUSTICE COMMITTEE – On November 23rd, seven people participated in the first Heartland District Social Justice Committee conference call facilitated by Barbara Stevenson.  She asked those present what they would like the Justice Committee become and what kinds of training they would like. Topics identified included: organizing for justice;  how to communicate; how to engage the whole congregation in justice work; how to do an “op ed”; and how to get publicity to encourage congregational growth. The next conference call will held at 7:30 p.m. Sunday December 14th.  Call Barbara Stevenson at 313-505-1110 for more information. 
7. UU JUSTICE MEETINGS (conference call #: 1-800-371-8200; access code: 584107)
a. MUUSJN Steering Committee Conference Call – No meeting during December 

b. Environment Task Force Conference Call – Thursday, December 4th, 7:30 p.m.  
c. Poverty Task Force Conference Call – Tuesday, December 9th, 7:30 p.m. 

d. Health Task Force Conference Call – Thursday, December 11th, 7:30 p.m. 

