UU Justice News – May 2008
www.uujustice.org 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  -- Martin Luther King
UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  
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1. ACTION ALERT: URGE SENATORS TO VOTE NO ON SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING FOR IRAQ WAR!  On Thursday, May 15th, the House of Representatives voted down a $166 billion supplemental funding bill for the War in Iraq!  This is the first time funding for the Iraq war has been voted down since it started in 2003.  It’s expected that there will be a move to restore this funding when the bill is debated in the Senate this coming week.  Call Senator Carl Levin (202-224-6221) and Senator Debbie Stabenow (202-224-4822) to let them know how you feel about further funding this war.  Please forward the attached MUUSJN Action Alert to your friends.   
2. UPDATE ON UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE CAMPAIGN – So far, UU’s from 15 congregations helped collect at least 3,500 signatures in the Health Care for Michigan Campaign.  Many more signatures need to be collected before the end of June to put the right to affordable health care on Michigan’s ballot this fall. UU’s are working with a coalition of groups under the umbrella of the Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network.  Governor Granholm recently endorsed the campaign and urged citizens to help collect signatures.  For more information or to get a copy of the petition, go to www.healthcareformichigan.org or call Randy Block at 248-549-5170.   Here’s a note from an activist at Harbor UU Congregation in Muskegon:  “A small committee of us in Muskegon have so far collected around 700 signatures.  We’re sponsoring a discussion of the movie “SICKO” Wednesday night at 7 p.m. and are hoping to recruit more people willing to collect signatures. I’ve received a great reception at Harbor Unitarian Universalist Congregation – I did a pulpit editorial there three weeks ago and have gotten almost everyone’s signature on the ballot petition”.  Gwen Williams 
3.
WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH YOUR ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAYMENT? – In May, the U.S. Treasury began sending economic stimulus payments to more than 130 million households ($600 for individuals and $1,200 for couples).  MUUSJN is encouraging UU congregations to invite their members to contribute these windfall payments to their church to assist low-income people.  Attached is a pledge form that can be distributed to members of your congregation.  We suggest that allocations of these funds be reviewed by your congregation’s Social Justice Committee so it can determine how best to assist low-income persons in your community.  The Network also requests that 10% of stimulus payment contributions be donated to MUUSJN to support its justice efforts.  Checks to MUUSJN are tax deductible if written to the Heartland District of UUA (write MUUSJN in the memo) and mailed to Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, Michigan 48073.  For more information, call: 248-549-5170.
4. 
MUUSJN CO-SIGNS LETTER URGING OPPOSITION TO VETO OF FOOD STAMP BILL – Consistent with MUUSJN advocacy efforts to expand Food Stamp benefits,  members of the U.S. House and Senate, approved these expanded these anti-hunger benefits by wide margins.  Now this victory faces the threat of a Presidential veto.  MUUSJN joined other organizations in signing a letter calling upon members of Congress to override a threatened Presidential veto of the “Farm Bill”.  For more information, see: http://www.frac.org/
5.
PLEASE UPDATE YOUR CONGREGATION’S CONTACT INFORMATION –   Attached is a short survey to provide your congregation’s contact information for your social justice committee, newsletter and website.  Please complete this form and return it to Randy Block, beelock47@comcast.net, by May 1st.  
6.
STAFF CHANGE AT MUUSJN – MUUSJN leaders were sad to learn that Ken Fisher, MUUSJN Network Coordinator, is leaving his position as Network Coordinator to spend more time with his wife developing a retreat on his property. Says Ken:  “I would like to make it clear that I think that the work you are doing is extremely important. I look forward to working with you and others in the Network in my role as Chair of our local Social Action Committee”.  
7.
UPDATE FROM JUSTICE IN THE MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE - So far this year, UU congregations in Ann Arbor, Birmingham, Brighton, Rochester and Marquette have had presentations, services or forums on the topic of Justice in the Middle East.   Two, Marquette and Ann Arbor, have had multiple presentations, with Marquette doing three consecutive Sundays, culminating with the play "My Name is Rachel Corrie," about an American peace activist who was crushed by a Caterpillar tractor attempting to stop a home demolition in Gaza.  For more information on how to arrange a presentation for your congregation, contact Sarah Smith Redmond at SocialJusticeMI@gmail.com    We welcome new participants on our Task Force. For those interested in the topic but not yet ready to make a commitment, we periodically send out a digest of articles.   Send an e-mail to Sarah expressing your interest to the above.
8.
GREEN CORNER: STUDY ACTION ISSUES AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY -  Heather Cleland-Host, Chair of the Environment Task Force writes: As we lead up to GA, we have an opportunity to consider Study Action Issues (SAI’s) and provide feedback to our delegates as to which SAI we prefer to support.  The MUUSJN Environmental Justice Task Force took a look at the two issues at its April meeting.  The reason? Both of this year’s SAIs have strong environmental justice connections.  See the attached document with the Task Force’s summary of these issues.   
9. 
UU JUSTICE NETWORK MEETINGS (Call to request conference call numbers):
- MUUSJN Steering Committee – May 27th, 7-9 p.m. Call Randy at 248-549-5170.  


- Poverty Task Force – June 2, 8:30 p.m. Call: Randy at 248-549-5170.

- Justice in Middle East Task Force – June 9, 7 p.m. Call Sarah at 248-752-0388.


- Universal Health Task Force – June 12, 7:30 p.m. Call Randy at 248-549-5170.

- Environment Task Force – July 9th, 7 p.m.  Call Heather at 989-633-3769.
10.
OTHER EVENTS (See MUUSJN website events calendar for more information: www.uujustice.org)  

-  International Climate Change Conference, Grand Rapids, May 30-June 1. See: http://sustainabilityconference.org  


- SAVE THE DATE: All day October 11th, MUUSJN Environment Conference, 1st UU Church of Ann Arbor

- SAVE THE DATE: Sabeel, a Christian Palestinian group, regional conference at First Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, September

25, 26 & 27.  An opportunity to hear some of the most authoritative speakers on the topic of justice in the Middle East.

