UU Justice News – June/July 2008
www.uujustice.org 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  -- Martin Luther King
UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  Please make copies of this newsletter and distribute in your congregation. 
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1. UU TIDES OF CHANGE CONFERENCE: OCTOBER 11TH IN ANN ARBOR – Mark your calendar!! The “Tides of Change: UU’s Achieving Justice” MUUSJN fall conference has been scheduled for October 11th at the First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor. Highlights of this environmentally themed conference planned with the Network’s Environment Task Force include: a tour of the Ecology Center of Ann Arbor; a workshop on how to affect change in the Michigan legislature led by State Rep. Rebekah Warren; a workshop to share how UU small, medium and large congregations are doing justice work; a workshop on the windmill and other environmental projects of First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor; a dynamic presentation on climate change by Kathryn Savoie and small group discussions and action opportunities led by MUUSJN Task Forces on: Environment; Health, Justice in the Middle East, Prison Reform; and Poverty.  Lunch and child care provided.  Registration brochures will soon be available.  $35 – adults; $15 for youth and low income.  For more information, contact Randy Block (beelock47@comcast.net). 
2. GENERAL ASSEMBLY: AN OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT – MUUSJN urges all who are going to General Assembly this year to vote to adopt a Congregational Study Action Issue (CSAI) calling for nuclear disarmament.  This call to action was developed with the vision and hard work of the late Richard Brown with support from First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor.  If you would like to help promote support for this important issue at GA, call Marina Brown at 734-663-6431. 
3. HEALTH CAMPAIGN KUDOS TO UU’S – As the Michigan Health Care Campaign closes in on its July 7th final deadline for submitting petition signatures, its time to appreciate the progress UU’s have made in this effort to educate the public on the need universal health care.  MUUSJN had a goal of collecting 2,000 signatures.  So far, UU’s from 17 congregations have collected over 4,375 signatures!  Special kudos to UU’s from congregations in the following communities who gathered large numbers of signatures:  Traverse City (1,000); Southfield (989); Birmingham (750); and Muskegon (700).  The above numbers are conservative because we expect other work just hasn’t yet been reported.  Be a health care hero! Turn in your petition signatures before July 7, 2008. Please e-mail your signature counts to Randy Block. 
4. UPDATE ON ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAYMENT – I am aware of at least three UU congregations that are responding to MUUSJN’s suggestion of inviting their members to contribute part or all of their Economic Stimulus payment to their church to be used to assist low-income people. Those congregations include: All Souls Community Church of West Michigan; Paint Creek UU Congregation; and Northwest UU Church.  If your congregation chose to become involved with this campaign, that empowers UU justice committee’s to enhance their service low-income people, please let me know.  
5. JOB POSTING: MUUSJN NETWORK COORDINATOR – Work for justice as a MUUSJN Network Coordinator!  The position pays $20/hour for five hours/week. Work out of your home with flexible hours. Some evening work will be required.  Please post the attached Job Description in your congregation.  Contact: Randy Block, Network Manager, 248-549-5170 or beelock47@comcat.net.  For more information on the Network, see: www.uujustice.org  Mail resume to:  Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073.  
6. UU JUSTICE NETWORK MEETINGS (conference calls):   

Steering Committee – July 24th, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. (This date has been changed to the 4th Thursday of the month.) 

Environment Task Force – July 7, 7-8 p.m. and July 28, 7-8 p.m. 
Universal Health Task Force – July 18, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  

Justice in the Middle East, Prison Reform and Poverty Task Forces not meeting during July. 

7.
COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
- DETROIT/ANN ARBOR FRIENDS OF SABEEL CONFERENCE - September 23-27, First Presbyterian Church, 1669 W. Maple Rd, Birmingham (see attached flyer). This event is supported by the MUUSJN Justice in the Middle East Task Force. 

- WHAT TO DO ABOUT INCARCERATED PARENTS – Conference on July 15th in Lansing. June 30th deadline to register.  For more information and registration materials, call Julie Welch or Jennifer Doerr at 517-334-6060 x 833 or 836.  Supported by the Prison Reform Task Force. 
