UU Justice News – December 2008/January 2009
www.uujustice.org 
"Every time you stand up for an ideal, you send forth a tiny ripple of hope."
-- Robert Kennedy
WELCOME TO 2009! UU Justice News: information your congregation can use to make justice.  To submit articles for this newsletter, contact Randy Block, Network Manager, at randyblock@yahoo.com (new email).  Please make copies of this newsletter and distribute in your congregation.   
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1. NETWORK ACTION HIGHLIGHTS IN 2009 -   Our Network’s UU voices were heard and had an impact during 2008!  For a full report on our accomplishments go to: www.uujustice.org  Here are 10 MUUSJN action highlights from last year: 
· Collected 5,000 signatures to help make health care for all a major issue in Michigan; 
· Successfully opposed Blue Cross Blue Shield legislation that would have raised rates & lowered regulation;

· Supported Food Stamp reform that now is benefiting low-income families;

· Launched a campaign to make child care more affordable to low income families;

· Established Network priorities of working for clean air, clean water and clean energy and brought UU activists together to discuss their environmental projects;
· Promoted discussion of Middle East justice in UU congregations & sent letters to Presidential candidates;

· Organized a statewide “Tides of Change” conference to help UU’s be more effective in their justice work; 

· Launched an Economic Stimulus project that allowed some UU congregations respond to low-income families’ needs; 
· Publicized a monthly electronic newsletter and maintained a website that helped publicize congregations’ justice work;

· Helped re-establish at Heartland District Social Justice Committee. 

2. HEALTH CARE FOR ALL ACTION ALERT! President Elect Barack Obama is expected to introduce his health care reform proposal in the Spring of 2009. The UUA, in its 2008 Action of Immediate Witness, calls on UU congregations to become “informed advocates for universal access to nonprofit health care financing through social action and adult religious education”.  For more information on a single payer health system see: www.healthcare-now.org  For more information on the Obama health plan see: http://change.gov/agenda/health_care_agenda/
Make your voice heard on this critical issue during January 2009!
E-mail the Obama Transition Team: http://change.gov/agenda/health_care_agenda/
Call or e-mail your members of Congress:  
Senator Carl Levin:  

202-224-6221, http://levin.senate.gov/contact
Senator Debbie Stabenow: 
202-224-4822, http://stabenow.senate.gov/email.cfm
E-mail your U.S. Representative at: https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml
Feel free to use the sample letter below or write your own words:

Dear 

 Health care should be a right for everyone regardless of their ability to pay. Your leadership is needed to assure that the United States finally
 creates, in 2009, a health care system that assures that all U.S. residents have access to comprehensive, quality, affordable health care.
 Health related expenses are the cause of about half of all personal bankruptcies in the U.S.  We need a system that controls health system
 costs, promotes preventive health and early detection and assures our freedom to choose health care providers.   
I urge you to work, during the coming months, to establish a health care system that protects all U.S. residents.    

Sincerely,

3.
ACTION ALERT: URGE PRESIDENT ELECT OBAMA & CONGRESS TO SUPPORT CHILD CARE  – Low income families need child to get jobs and rise out of poverty.  In tough economic times, this expense, however, can be out of reach for many families. The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), which provides states with funding to assist low-income working families to become independent, has been frozen at $2.9 billion since FY 2006. In Michigan, payments for child care have risen only 2% in the last 10 years.   By most estimates, more than 200,000 children will lose child care assistance by 2009 if the program continues at the current funding levels.  Urge President Elect Obama include an additional $3 billion for the child care in the new Economic Stimulus package.  Go to the Obama Transition website. Express your views TODAY:  www.change.gov/agenda/poverty_agenda/
4.
INVITATION: SUBMIT YOUR UU CONGREGATION’S RECIPE’S FOR JUSTICE WORK – Your congregation’s justice projects could become models for action in other parts of the UUA’s Heartland District!  Go to the MUUSJN website home page to complete a form that describes your congregation’s justice project. Send it to Randy Block, either electronically or by snail mail: 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073.  We, in partnership with the new Heartland District Social Justice Committee, to organize a “recipe book” of great justice ideas that UU’s can use.  Questions? Call Randy at 248-549-5170. 
5. MUUSJN WILL NEED MORE SUPPORT FROM INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS – Recently MUUSJN was informed that the UU Service Committee will not be in a position to award additional grants to state UU justice networks such as MUUSJN.  To respond to this challenge, staff are planning to seek alternative grants. We welcome your ideas for sustaining our UU justice movement in Michigan.  In addition to seeking grants, the Network will need support from individuals and from congregations.  We are grateful to three congregations that have taken collection plate offerings on behalf of MUUSJN:  All Souls Community Church of West Michigan; First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor; and Birmingham Unitarian Church.  Please consider doing the same in your congregation!  If each congregation contributed $2 for each of its members, the Network could become self-sustaining. More details on a campaign for individual pledges will be provided in the near future. Individuals are invited to make tax deductible contributions to MUUSJN by writing a check to Heartland District of UUA and mailing it to: Randy Block, 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48073.  For more information, call: 248-549-5170. 
6. NETWORK TO DO WORKSHOP AT HEARTLAND DISTRICT SPRING CONFERENCE  -  The Network will be presenting a workshop on “Working for Justice: Why It Matters and How We Do It” at the Heartland District Spring Conference scheduled for April 3-5, 2009 in Muncie, Indiana. The Conference, which has the theme of “ A Heritage of Peace, Love and Justice”, also include a Peace Camp workshop being organized by Michiganders Barbara Stevenson, who was hired to coordinate District justice activities, and Jennifer Teed, RE Director at the UU Church of Farmington.  To register, go to: www.heartlanduu.org/am09.html
7. UU JUSTICE MEETINGS (conference call #: 1-800-371-8200; access code: 584107)
a. Health Task Force – January 8th, 7:30 p.m. 

b. Poverty Task Force – January 13th, 7:30 p.m. 

c. MUUSJN Steering Committee Conference Call – January 22, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

d. Environment Task Force Conference Call – Thursday, January 29th, 7- 9 p.m. 
e. Prison Reform & Justice in Middle East – to be scheduled. 

