Attorney General Mike Cox 
G Mennen Williams Building 
7th Floor, P.O. Box 30212 
Lansing, MI 48909
Re:
  Dismiss Andrew Shirvell for Cyber-Bullying
Dear Attorney General Cox:
As a Unitarian Universalist, it is my belief that every person has inherent worth and should be treated with dignity.  Bullying is a violation of our basic values and equal justice under the law.  

On October 12th, the Michigan Civil Rights Commission unanimously passed a resolution condemning the bullying conduct of your staff, assistant attorney general Andrew Shirvell, when it wrote: "The Commission believes such conduct should not be tolerated from anyone, let alone a public official responsible for representing all people equally. The Commission is also concerned about the scope and nature of the involvement of this individual in the execution of the work of the Office of the Attorney General".
As you know, Andrew Shirvell started a website to attack Chris Armstrong, the President of the University of Michigan student body who happens to be gay.  Mr. Shirvell has been banned from the University of Michigan for stalking Mr. Armstrong on campus and at his home. On his website, Mr. Shirvell has hurled insults at Mr. Armstrong, doctored photos showing Mr. Armstrong emblazoned with a Nazi swastika surrounded by a rainbow flag and described Mr. Armstrong as a “Nazi-like” recruiter for “the cult that is homosexuality.”  

These actions would be troubling enough coming from a private citizen.  All attorneys take an oath to conduct themselves personally and professionally in conformity with high standards of conduct as a condition of continuing to practice law in this State.  Taken as the work of an Assistant Attorney General – someone sworn to uphold the law – these actions amount to not only an affront to all Michiganders, but an affront to the basic notion of equal justice.   

Perhaps Shirvell is within his basic rights to espouse such vile nonsense, but there is a clear difference – a distinct tipping point – between where one’s freedom of speech ends, and one’s freedom from harassment begins.  Mr. Shirvell’s activities raise questions about his ability to administer equal justice. Therefore, I respectfully ask that Mr. Shirvell’s employment with the Office of Attorney General of the State of Michigan be terminated. 

At a time when you’re leading anti-bullying campaigns in our schools, I hope that you’ll stand up against bullying in your own office.   Do the right thing, and end Andrew Shirvell’s employment as an assistant attorney general. 

Sincerely,

