Claiming the Blessing: Honoring the Light of our Love

An Interfaith Service of Affirmation

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 
 First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Ann Arbor

Prelude Music  What Child is This?, What Should We Call a Family, Bashana Haba’ ah, Joy to the World, Hine Ma Tov – theme and variations, Cannon in D 

Brandy Sinco, pianist
Chiming the Hour

Sung by All   

“We Are Opening” by Sweet Honey and the Rock

We are opening, We are opening,   

      We are opening, We are opening  
We are opening up in sweet surrender 
     to the luminous love light of the One.

Chalice and Candle Lighting - Call to Worship    Rev. Mark Evens, Rev. Joe Summers

Song – “What Matters Most,” music Dave Grusin, lyrics Alan and Marilyn Bergman 

Jennifer Marshall Evens, accompanied by Allison Halerz, pianist 

Reflections from Jewish tradition  




Lauren Zinn   

Song - "The Light of Your Love" by Rabbi Hanna Tiferet Siegel 

Susan and Dave Gitterman

Homily - Bethany Meier, Rainbow Crossing of First United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor

Song  - "Our Father Revisited" by Susan Werner  

Katie Geddes, with Dan Reynolds guitar, David Vaughn piano

Chorus: Thy kingdom come to every nation / Thy will be done in everything we do / Lord, lead us not into temptation / But deliver us from those who think they're you 

Homily -  Rev. Gail Geisenhainer, Senior Minister, First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor

Time of Silent Reflection





Max Heirich

Song  


"Mary Had a Baby" 



Tiana Marquez  
Litany of Affirmation and Commitment  



Royla Furniss
Closing Song

“Standing on the Side of Love”   

#1014 in Singing the Journey  
Postlude Music:  Oh Holy Night, Rock of Ages, Children's Wisdom, Carol of the Bells










Brandy Sinco, pianist
All are invited to a reception in the social hall immediately after this service.

Litany of Affirmation and Commitment
Many of our faith traditions encourage us to lean into the darkness of this season by reflecting on the state of our lives and the world and to open ourselves to the light of renewal.  At a time when the wellbeing of many of our families and children are under attack, let us commit ourselves to building a world where all are treated with dignity, respect, and kindness. Please join with me in affirming our love and commitment.
 
Leader:  We give thanks this night for the light of love in our lives
All:  Help us to honor the light of love always.
 
Leader: We give thanks this night for the light of love manifested in the variety of ways love has called us into being who we are, into our relationships, and in creating us as families.
All:  Help us to honor the light of love always.
 
Leader: We give thanks for all those through whom we have come to know ourselves as beloved: our partners, our children, our friends, our communities.
All:  Help us to honor the light of love always.
 
Leader: Today, those in power are trying  to demean same-sex partnerships and families and threaten the most fundamental well being of our partners and children, by cutting off health care and other employment benefits. Will you do all in your power to stand and speak out to protect all our families and all our children?
All:  We will.
 
Leader: Often bullying is justified in the name of religion. When this happens it can make us ashamed of our faith.

 All:  We will work within and across our faith communities to challenge those who use religion as an excuse to bully others. We will not let our traditions be co-opted by those who seek to harm others.
 
Leader: The effects of discrimination and oppression can shake our faith in what we know to be true.  When others attack us, it can make us doubt our own worth.  Will you stand firm in affirming the worth of all relationships and all families rooted in love?
All:  We will honor the light of love always.
 
Leader: May you go forth from here, boldly and joyfully, empowered to participate in the liberation and blessing of the world, working for the day when love reigns over all.
All:  Let it Be!
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