Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network


     Update on LGBTQ Actions: 2010 - 2011
INTRODUCTION  

The Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) is a state-wide network of over 1,250 individuals from 26 Michigan UU (Unitarian Universalist) congregations and other allies.  Its mission is to foster the dignity of people by promoting the social justice and community service.  The network works in coalitions to assure that progressive faith voices are heard in public policy debates.  
ACTION UPDATES

· During February 2010, MUUSJN collected 300 signatures on “Petitions for Full Equality” from several UU congregations that called on lawmakers to provide “full and equal protection under the law for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people”.  

· This petition drive helped build a database of over 200 LGBT advocates.  MUUSJN determined that working on LGBT issues would become a network priority.  

· We obtained a small UUA (Unitarian Universalist Association) grant to survey our congregations about their LGBTQ welcoming and advocacy practices. 

· The Network established an LGBTQ Advocacy Task Force that meets monthly via conference call to coordinate its actions with other key organizations.  

· In October, MUUSJN mobilized over 80 people to write letters calling for the dismissal of Michigan Assistant Attorney General Andrew Shirvell for cyber-bullying a University of Michigan student who happened to be gay.  Andrew Shirvell was fired!

· We organized an LGBTQ rights/immigration reform conference held November 20th that was attended by 86 people from 15 UU congregations and other organizations. 

· The Network joined an Inclusive Justice coalition, helped plan and co-sponsored a May 14, 2011 Interfaith LGBTQ conference focusing on welcoming and LGBTQ rights. 

· In November, MUUSJN was awarded a $12,000 grant from our denomination to organize a UU statewide LGBT advocacy network during 2011.  The funding panel was “very inspired by (MUUSJN’s) work” and considered our LGBT advocacy plans a model project. 

· Activists from seven congregations and PFLAG agreed to participate in a MUUSJN December 14th conference call training provided by Equality Michigan’s policy director on how to communicate with new, often more conservative, State legislators. We plan to organize direct discussions with State legislators on issues such as revising the Elliot Larson law. 

· MUUSJN activists participated in a Michigan Roundtable/ACLU of Michigan May 25th LGBTQ Rights lobbying day in Lansing. 

· Provided testimony to the Michigan Civil Rights Commission on bullying and LGBTQ rights.

· Applied to the SEM Michigan Foundation Hope Fund for a grant to organize a coalition to develop and disseminate an Interfaith LGBTQ Toolkit to empower congregations to become more effective in their welcoming and advocacy efforts.

· Coordinated targeted advocacy in the Michigan Senate for strong anti-bullying legislation.

· A 2011 MUUSJN survey of over 200 Michigan UUs to identify their justice priorities and their willingness to make commitments, confirmed that LGBTQ rights is a top UU priority.  Fourteen additional people made commitments to participate on MUUSJN’s LGBTQ Task Force.
· The Network purchased copies of “Out in the Silence”, an award winning video about a same sex wedding in a small town and is making it available to churches and community groups. 
