JUUstice News – June 2006

Dear UU Activists and Friends:

It the goal of the MUUSJN to be a strong, visible moral force in Michigan’s public arena.  Read this newsletter to learn about our progress -- and how you can be part of the action!  To submit information to the JUUstice News, contact Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  
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* Network Receives Grant from UUSC   

* ACTION ALERT: Gay Marriage Vote in Senate During Week of June 5th
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* Health and Environmental Events

* SOS & Single Business Tax Repeal: Should Network Weigh In?  
May Network Meeting in Flint Got Results!

On May 18th, the MUUSJN held an Affirmative Action forum -- and its monthly meeting -- at the UU Church of Flint.  We got results!  Thanks to Rayna Bick for helping with arrangements and publicity. Rev. David Carl Olson moderated the forum which featured an excellent speaker on the so-called “Michigan Civil Rights Initiative” that was attended by 33 people; over half of the attendees signed up to get on Network mailing lists. After the forum, 10 people attended the MUUSJN Steering Committee that made the following decisions:  
· Two ministers (Rev. Olson and Rev. Cynthia Landrum) agreed to work on a “sermon in a box” on Affirmative Action to be made available to other UU ministers.  Guests from other churches requested this sermon.  
· Ellen Teller provided the group with a copy of an anti-Civil Rights Initiative resolution passed by the Ann Arbor City Council. It was agreed to forward this resolution (attached) to other UU churches for their consideration. 
· The Steering Committee voted to urge other UU’s who attend General Assembly (GA) to vote in favor of putting a “Declaration of Peace” in Iraq “Action of Immediate Witness on the GA agenda. This position (see attached) would call upon Congress to establish a plan for withdrawal from Iraq by 9/23/06. 
· It was agreed that information on SOS petition and the repeal of the Single Business Tax would be sent to Network members before a Network position is taken. 
UU Commitments Needed on Affirmative Action Forums

The MUUSJN challenges YOUR church to hold a forum on affirmative action and the “Civil Rights Initiative” before this fall’s election!  If you are planning to do this or if you would like ideas about how to do this, please call Gwen Winston (248-233-6162) or Randy Block (248-549-5170). We’d like to help publicize your event on the One United Michigan website: www.oneunitedmichigan.org
Next MUUSJN Meeting: June 15th In Southfield

The next meeting of the MUUSJN is scheduled for Thursday, June 15th at Northwest UU Church located at 23925 Northwestern Highway in Southfield.  Our justice agenda will be full. Our meeting will be more powerful if you can attend.  For more information, call Randy Block (248-549-5170. 

Network Receives Grant from UUSC 

Jackie Ladd, staff with the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), recently informed MUUSJN that the Network will soon be formally notified that it is being offered a $10,000 grant to continue its state-wide justice work during FY 2006/2007.  Thank you to the UUSC for its continued confidence in our efforts to work for justice in Michigan!   

ACTION ALERT: Gay Marriage Vote in Senate During Week of June 5th

Thanks to Phil Kramer from People’s Church of Kalamazoo for alerting us on this issue: 

The U.S. Senate is expected to vote on the Federal Marriage Amendment the week of June 5.  Here’s a statement by the UUA on this proposed amendment to the U.S. Constitution:  “As a religious tradition with a deep commitment to democracy and justice, we believe that the Marriage Protection Amendment would undermine the very purpose of the Constitution, unfairly discriminate against deserving families and children, and undercut our nation’s commitment to religious liberty.”  Clergy for Fairness, a multi-denominational group of which the UUA is a member, urges that you help to defeat this misguided piece of legislation. Please take action today to urge your Senators to oppose the amendment. Go to the Clergy for Fairness website: http://action.clergyforfairness.org/letter.jsp?campaign_KEY=3642  and use the form on this page to send an e-Postcard to your Senators.  
Environment Task Force Makes Recommendations

Members of the MUUSJN Environmental Task Force (Mary Lou Malone, Chair, Dick Brown, John Helsom and Holly Lubowicki) made the following recommendations during a conference call in May:
· Energy conservation should be the number one environmental priority for the MUUSJN;  

· The Network should formulate a position on privatization of water and other natural resources;

· Forward information on the Green Sanctuary to other UU churches; and 

· The Network will partner with UU Church of Flint to hold a forum on energy conservation this Fall.
SOS/TABOR Update – Should MUUSJN Take A Position on This Initiative?  Michigan voters are currently being asked to sign an initiative petition called Stop OverSpending (SOS) which would put a rigid spending formula into the state constitution. This proposal is modeled on Colorado’s so-called “Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights” (TABOR) that was adopted in that state in 1992.  TABOR limits growth of state and local revenues or expenditures to a highly restrictive formula – the annual change in population plus inflation. The Michigan League for Human Services, which has been closely monitoring tax and spending limit proposals across the country, states that proposals such as Colorado’s TABOR pose a “significant threat to public services and the overall quality of life in states in which such proposals are being considered”.  To view a May 22nd SOS press release issued by a new “Defend Michigan” coalition, go to: http://www.milhs.org/Media/EDocs/Kickofnewsrelease.pdf
Small Business Tax Update – Should MUUSJN Take A Position on This Issue? On May 30, 2006, Oakland County Executive Brooks Patterson submitted 370,000 petition signatures (254,000 valid signatures required) to repeal Michigan’s Single Business Tax by December 1, 2006 and “encourage the legislature to adopt a tax this is less burdensome and less costly to employers”.  A Special Joint Committee on Economic Growth was appointed to recommend a replacement for this tax that generates nearly $2 billion for the State, roughly equivalent to the total amount Michigan spends on its 15 public universities.  For more information, see May 30, 2006 Detroit Free Press article: http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060530/NEWS11/60530018
HEALTH EVENTS:
National health Care Action Day - June 17th.  A local Heath Care for All Coalition is encouraging individuals to call their U.S. Representatives to urge them to sign-on to HR 676, Rep0. JohnConyers’ Medicare for All (single payer) legislation. They are also inviting activists to bring signs to Woodward Avenue in Ferndale (near 9 Mile) from 4-6 p.m. to demonstrate and urge motorists to honk for health care. For more information, call 248-632-1309 or visit their website: www.michhealthcarenow.org
MichUHCAN Health Care Heroes Dinner – June 9th.  An impressive list of speakers will be present to update you on what’s happening with the universal health care movement at this event being held at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 4800 Woodward Ave. at Warren in Detroit. Tickets are $35.  For more information, visit the MichigUHCAN website at: www.michuhcan.com or call Marjorie Mitchell at 248-477-7911. 
ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS (submitted by Holly Lubowicki, UU Church of Flint)

Attached is the info. on upcoming cool stuff you asked me to send so that you could forward.  I am hoping to go to Indiana and am definitely going to Manistee and Wisconsin. If anyone is interested in joining me, please email or call – 810-424-3609.  You’ll be drooling by the time you get to the bottom of this list! – Holly

June 9-11 2006:  Natural Building in N. Indiana, at the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ complex just south of South Bend/Mishawawka area (3.5 hour drive from Ann Arbor).  It’s free, bring tent, food, showers available, as well as a lot of good energy.  We’ll be focusing on round pole framing of a small, round bale-cob building.  I expect we’ll do some cobbing as well, and we will be doing thatching preparation as well. Contact me for additional information, 734-747-8860.

Michigan Energy Fair June 16-18: Manistee County Fairgrounds in Onekama. Learn about renewable energy, energy efficiency and sustainable living in a fun festival atmosphere.  Live music and local foods also featured.  www.glrea.org
New Energy Education Workshop June 22-23: Lansing Community College, West Campus. Mini-seminars on advanced energy topics and hands-on interactive activities that can be implemented in the classroom.  Designed for teachers k-college. Contact: www.H2conference.com or call 517-483-1924.

Renewable Energy & Sustainable Living Fair June 23-25:  ReNew the Earth Institute – www.the-mrera.org  Held at the ReNew the Earth Institute, MREA’s educational facility in Custer, Wisconsin.  Three day festival is world’s largest venue to learn about renewable energy, energy efficiency and sustainable living.  Fair offers over 100 workshops by experts from across the U.S.
What’s Happening at Your Church?  Get news of your congregations’ progress for justice published in this newsletter.  Submit your news to Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net  Visit the MUUSJN website:  www.michiganuus4justice.homestead.com for more information on Network and to review past issues of this newsletter.  

