JUUstice News – August 2006

Dear UU Activists and Friends:

Welcome to JUUstice News!  This e-newsletter provides news about Michigan UU Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) and how you and your church can be part of the action.  Send information for this newsletter to Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  Visit our website: www.uujustice.org
IN THIS ISSUE:
* Affirmative Action Update: Close to Reaching Network Goal for UU Forums!

* Network Votes to Oppose Michigan S.O.S. Ballot Proposition

* First MUUSJN Statewide Steering Committee Conference Call – More in Future
* MUUSJN Mobilizes Michigan UU’s to Pressure for Cease Fire in Lebanon
* Your Financial Support for MUUSJN Needed 
* Next MUUSJN Meeting: September 21st at 1st Church of Ann Arbor

* Children & Poverty: A Time to Study the Issues
* Network Co-Sponsors Bricks & Mortar Energy Workshop
* UUSC Justice Networks Agree to Focus on Global Warming and Health Care 
* Upcoming Events  
Affirmative Action Updates: Close to Reaching Network Goal for UU Forums - Nine Michigan UU churches in the following cities are planning to hold (or have held) a forum to discuss the “Civil Rights Initiative” on the ballot this fall that would make affirmative action illegal in Michigan:  Ann Arbor, Birmingham, Detroit, Farmington, Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing, Portage and Southfield.  We have almost reached our goal of 10 Michigan UU churches holding affirmative action forums! Will your church be next? To assist you with your church’s efforts, the Network will soon be mailing campaign information to justice contact persons for 21 UU churches. Barbara Stevenson, chair of the MUUSJN Affirmative Action Task Force, urges you to visit the One United Michigan website to learn about actions you can take and upcoming events: www.oneunitedmichigan.org  To request a speaker, contact Gwen Winston at 313-965-9582.  To learn how the UU Church of Greater Lansing took a stand against the Civil Rights Initiative, read the attached article from Rev. Kathryn A. Bert. 
Network Votes to Oppose Michigan S.O.S. Ballot Proposition - Following the recommendation of the MUUSJN Poverty Task Force, Co-chaired by Rev. Kimi Riegel and Peter Ruark, the MUUSJN Steering Committee unanimously voted on an August 17th conference call to oppose the S.O.S. (“Stop Over Spending”) Michigan Constitutional amendment expected to be on this fall ballot. UU’s were concerned that this amendment would put a rigid spending formula in the State Constitution that would lead to cuts in health care, education, services for low income persons, police and fire protection. After a similar Tax Payers Bill of Rights (TABOR) anti-government policy was adopted in Colorado, K-12 spending as a share of personal income fell from 35th to 49th in the nation, the share of low income children with health insurance fell to 50th in the nation and the percentage of pregnant women with prenatal care declined from 23rd to 48th in the nation.  The Network has joined the “Defend Michigan” coalition and will be distributing information to UU ministers and laypersons on this campaign. See: www.milhs.org/default.asp 

First MUUSJN Statewide Steering Committee Conference Call – More In Future - The MUUSJN Steering Committee, which includes representatives from 21 UU churches, held its first conference call on August 17th.  Attendees -- listed by their church location -- included: Ellen Teller and Louie Leedle (Ann Arbor); Rayna Bick (Flint); Mary Lou Malone (Detroit); Denise Hartsough (Portage); Barbara Stevenson (searching for a church); Lynda Smith and Randy Block (Southfield). The Network recently agreed to hold conference call meetings every other month so that people in all parts of Michigan can participate in Network decision-making. If your church isn’t yet actively involved on the MUUSJN Steering Committee, please contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170 or e-mail: beelock47@comcast.net.  Our goal is that every Michigan UU church will be represented. 
MUUSJN Mobilizes Michigan UU’s to Pressure for Cease Fire in Lebanon -  Michigan UU’s were “part of the solution” in the Middle East in July when they responded to a MUUSJN action alert. By making phone calls to President Bush, their Congressman and to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, we helped create pressure for a cease fire in Lebanon and northern Israel. Kudos to all who called!  

Contribute to MUUSJN by September 15, 2006 - This newsletter bears witness the UU’s can have a greater impact for justice if we work together through the Michigan UU Social Justice Network (MUUSJN).  Our Network provides justice leaders with inspiration and information to make justice happen in their congregations. All persons receiving this newsletter should have received a letter in late August requesting financial support for the MUUSJN.  Please give generously so we can build a stronger statewide justice network. Every dollar you contribute to the MUUSJN is tax deductible and will be matched by a grant from the UUA Social Responsibility Fund.  Please write your check to the Birmingham Unitarian Church (with MUUSJN in the memo line) by September 15, 2006 and mail it to: Rev. Lynda Smith, Network Coordinator, 1703 Orleans, Detroit, MI 48207. A donation form is attached for your use.  For more information, contact Lynda at 313-617-4615. 
September MUUSJN Meeting in Ann Arbor – The September 21st meeting of the MUUSJN will be held at 7 p.m. at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Ann Arbor.  All churches in southern Michigan, including Ann Arbor, Brighton, Clark Lake, are invited to bring other justice advocates to this special session. For directions to the First UU Church of Ann Arbor, contact Ellen Teller at 734-327-9240. 
Children & Poverty: A Time to Study the Issues – The MUUSJN Poverty Task Force is considering how Michigan UU’s can address the issue of poverty among children. Input from staff with a statewide group, Michigan’s Children, indicated that UU’s should consider studying a Michigan Department of Human Services report “Equity: Moving Toward Better Outcomes for All of Michigan’s Children” that shows that African-American and Native-American children are disproportionately represented in the State’s welfare and juvenile justice systems (see: www.michigan.gov/documents/DHS-Child-Equity-Report_153952_7.pdf. Also, we were urged to study dangerous “welfare reform” policies in the State budget that could be re-introduced next year. If you are interested in these issues, contact Poverty Task Force Co-Chairs Rev. Kimi Riegel (kriegel@uuma.org) or Peter Ruark (pruark@michleagueforhumansvs.org)
Network Co-Sponsors Bricks & Mortar Energy Workshop – MUUSJN is co-sponsor of a “Bricks and Mortar: Dollars and Sense” workshop on how to save energy scheduled for 7 p.m. September 14th at Temple Emanu-El, 14450 West 10 Mile Road, Oak Park.  This workshop is being co-sponsored by the Michigan Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life, Voices for Earth Justice, Michigan Interfaith Power and Light and other groups. The MUUSJN Environment Task Force recommended that energy conservation should be a major Network priority.  A workshop brochure is attached for your information. 
UUSC Justice Networks Agree to Focus on Global Warming and Health Care – Randy Block represented the MUUSJN at the second annual UUSC Statewide Advocacy Network Conference held in Boston August 4-6, 2006.  Statewide advocacy networks from Michigan, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington State, Minnesota, California, New York and New Hampshire were represented. Conferees agreed that all Networks would work on global warming.  They also agreed that universal health care was an emerging issue of importance to UU’s and took steps to secure a speaker on health care for the next General Assembly. See Randy for more details. 
Upcoming Events:   

· First Church of Ann Arbor Annual Klein Lecture “Prospect for Peace Conflict Resolution in the Middle East” 4 p.m. September 17, 2006 (see attached flyer).  
· Training for Anti-Affirmative Action Ballot Proposal: September 9, 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., UU Church of Greater Lansing, RSVP 517-351-4081.  
· Energy Conservation at UU Church of Flint “Monday School”, 7-9 p.m. September 11, 18, 25.  Call Rayna Bick: 810-659-1067.
· Bioneers Conference at First Church of Detroit, October 20-22.  Call Mary Lou Malone: 313-837-7952. 
