JUUstice News – April/May 2006
Dear UU Activists and Friends:

It the goal of the MUUSJN to be a strong, visible moral force in Michigan’s public arena.  Read this newsletter to learn about our progress -- and how you can be part of the action!  To submit information to the JUUstice News, contact Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net or call 248-549-5170.  
In this Issue:
* May MUUSJN Meeting In Flint to Feature Affirmative Action Speaker
* Network Kicks off Planning for UU Affirmative Action Campaign: Forums Needed in 10 Churches  

* Health Care for All: Vote Online Before May 15th
* Don’t Be Deceived By A Michigan SOS/TABOR Petition Drive  

* MUUSJN Joins Michigan Voice Coalition   
* Darfur Action Alert

* MUUSJN to Sell Chocolate for Justice Fund Raiser
May 18th MUUSJN Meeting In Flint to Feature Affirmative Action Speaker
The MUUSJN Steering Committee voted to hold its May 18th meeting from 7-9 p.m. at the UU Church of Flint located at 2474 South Ballenger Highway in Flint.  This meeting will include a presentation at 7 p.m. by a representative of the One United Michigan campaign. The MUUSJN has joined this campaign to defeat the anti-affirmative action “Civil Rights Initiative” on this fall’s ballot.  Come to this forum and get energized by other justice minded UU’s!  Edna Bick from the UU Church of Flint is generously coordinating overnight hospitality for those who want it.  Contact Edna at erbick@charter.net by May 12th to make your reservation for hospitality.  Please make your congregation aware of this justice event at your church with announcements from the pulpit and in your bulletins.  We plan to hold future Steering Committee meetings in other parts of the State.  For more information, contact Gwen Winston at 248-233-6162.  
Network Kicks off Planning for UU Affirmative Action Campaign: YOUR Church Invited to Host a Forum  
On April 14th, MUUSJN Affirmative Action Task Force Co-Chairs, Barbara Stevenson (1st UU of Detroit) and Phil Kramer (People’s Church of Kalamazoo), facilitated a conference call to kick off planning for the Network’s Affirmative Action campaign to defeat the so-called Michigan “Civil Rights Initiative” proposition on this fall’s ballot. They were joined by Ellen Teller from 1st UU Church of Ann Arbor, Gwen Winston of 1st Church of Detroit and Randy Block of Northwest UU Church in Southfield.  Action strategies identified during this session included: train UU’s to become campaign speakers; encourage UU churches (as feasible) to take public positions on the campaign; hold at least 10 Affirmative Action forums in Michigan UU churches; encourage UU’s to write letters to the editor; and get on local radio stations. Visit the One United Michigan for other action ideas: www.oneunitedmichigan.org  If you haven’t already done so, please make a commitment to hold an Affirmative Action forum at YOUR church. These forums could include the following components: advance publicity; a campaign speaker; Q&A; opportunity for group to write letters to the editor; discuss ways to get involved; take a collection for the campaign; refreshments; report your progress back to MUUSJN.  For more information, please e-mail Gwen Winston at gwenbwin@gbaileywinston.com
Health Care for All: Vote Online Before May 15 – Forward this Message to Your Friends and Neighbors! 
The Universal Health Care Network (UHCAN), the Michigan UU Social Justice Network and other health advocates are urging Americans to complete an on-line poll to express their views on what kind of health care system we want and how we should pay for it.  Don’t let the health care industry control this debate!  Please visit the following website and vote before May 15th:  http://www.citizenshealthcare.gov/speak_out/hcpoll.php
Don’t Be Deceived By A Michigan SOS/TABOR Petition Drive  

Rev. Ortheia Barnes, a volunteer Coordinator with the Michigan Voter Education Project in Detroit, recently sent a letter (see attached) to the community urging people to “not be fooled again” by “Stop Over Spending” (SOS) petitions that would result in the “reduction and elimination of many essential city and public school services”.  Petitioners, who may know few of the facts behind SOS petitions, are reportedly paid a dollar for each signature they get.  This Tax Payers Bill of Rights (TABOR) campaign is modeled on a law that was passed -- and recently repealed -- by Colorado voters with support from their Republican Governor, when funding for public services and education dropped dramatically.  According to the Michigan League for Human Services, our State and local governments spend less as a percent of personal income than any other state in the Midwest.  For more information on the SOS/TABOR proposal, visit the Michigan League for Human Services website:  www.milhs.org/
MUUSJN Joins Michigan Voice Coalition
The MUUSJN Steering Committee voted at its April meeting to join Michigan Voice, a statewide coalition formed in 2005 to improve long term collaboration and communication among progressive organizations in Michigan.  Coalition organizations seek collective action around nonpartisan, non-profit social justice issues. Coalition literature indicates a key part of the group’s agenda is to mobilize and empower populations historically underrepresented in our democratic process: low income communities, new citizens, communities of color, the young and those with physical, literacy and language barriers to voting.  The group meets either in Lansing or in Detroit.  If you would be interested in attending these meetings please contact Randy Block at 248-549-5170.  For more information, contact Ryan Friedrichs, Michigan Voice Coordinator, at 313-557-0533.  
Darfur Action Alert

Two millon people have been driven from their homes in Sudan to become refugees in Darfur; hundreds of thousands have been killed! This is a humanitarian crises that calls upon UU’s to express our values – to let our strong, moral voice for justice be heard.  The UU Service Committee is mobilizing our denomination to take action. Please click on this UUSC website link:  www.uusc.org/darfur/  so you can send an electronic post card to President George Bush.  Please forward this action alert to members of your church and your other friends.
MUUSJN to Sell Chocolate for Justice 

With your help, we can make sweet justice in Michigan. The MUUSJN is in early stages of planning a chocolate for justice fund raiser.  We need support from UU’s around the State to keep our justice movement going and growing.  Chocolate sales can be matched dollar for dollar with a grant from the UUA.  If you are willing to lend your ideas for how to organize this fun project, please contact Barbara Stevenson at 313-863-6891 or Randy Block at 248-549-5170.
Justice News from Your Church?  Get news of your congregations’ progress for justice published in this newsletter.  Submit your news to Randy Block at beelock47@comcast.net  Visit the MUUSJN website:  www.michiganuus4justice.homestead.com for more information on Network and to review past issues of this newsletter.  
