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May 20, 2010

Mike Cox, Attorney General
State of Michigan 

G. Mennen Williams Building, 7th Floor
525 W. Ottawa Street

P.O. Box 30212

Lansing, MI 48909

Re:  Disappointment at Your Anti-Health Reform Lawsuit

Dear Attorney General Cox:

The Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) is a faith-based, statewide network of activists that take stands on public policy issues. Our mission is to promote the worth and dignity of people. 
We are very disappointed that you are using the office of the Attorney General and our tax dollars to block implementation of a valuable resource for Michigan residents, the Patient Protection and Affordable Health Care Act. The basis of your lawsuit appears to be two-fold: it is unconstitutional to require citizens to purchase health insurance and requiring Michigan to expand Medicaid coverage is an unfunded mandate.  Requiring purchase of health insurance isn’t that much different than Michigan  requiring its citizens to buy auto insurance.  President George Bush’s No Child Left Behind law was an unfunded mandate. Why didn’t you challenge that law? 

The new health reform law, that extends health coverage to 32 million Americans, promises to provide important relief to thousands Michigan residents who cannot afford health care. Here are benefits you are jeopardizing with your lawsuit:

1. Children/Young Adults – The new law forbids insurance companies from denying coverage to children with pre-existing conditions. It allows youth up to age 26 to get coverage under their parents’ plan.
2. Small Businesses – The new law provides small businesses with tax credits of up to 50% of their premiums to purchase insurance for their employees. 

3. Families – Families up to 133% of poverty will be covered under Medicaid. Families up to 400% of subsidies (tax cuts) to make their coverage more affordable.  
4. Seniors and People With Disabilities – The new law eliminates the donut hole, provides free preventive care and extends the life of the Medicare Trust fund. 
5. Fiscal Responsibility – The new law, through a combination of savings, taxes and new fees, is fully paid for. According to the Congressional Budget Office, it is projected to reduce the national debt by $124 billion by 2020. 

MUUSJN urges you to withdraw your lawsuit. By continuing to support this lawsuit, you are putting Michigan’s youth, small businesses, families and senior citizens in jeopardy of losing access to benefits of the new health reform law. 
Sincerely,

Sarah Redmond and Kate Warner, MUUSJN Co-Chairs

cc: Governor Jennifer Granholm
