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    MICHIGAN UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIAL JUSTICE
                                       NETWORK ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 2010 - 2011

The Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) takes strong moral positions on justice issues and works to build a more just society.  MUUSJN connects over 1,200 UUs and allies from Michigan congregations so they can build on each others’ experience, knowledge and resources. The network works powerfully in coalitions to make progressive policy changes in Michigan and beyond. We want you to know about and contribute to the progress we are making. During 2010-2011, our Network:
HEALTH 
· Worked with national and state allies to push Congress to adopt the historic Affordable Care Act of 2010;  

· Educated UUs about new health law’s provisions and testified for strong insurance benefit standards; 

· Provided testimony to Governor Snyder on need to preserve health reform benefits; 

· Represented UUs on the Michigan Consumers for Healthcare Advancement Coalition;

· Served as a consumer advocate on a State Health Exchange policy advisory group;  

· Secured funding to provide forums on health reform to Native American groups in metro Detroit;

· Celebrated the birthday of the new health reform law in five UU congregations during March 2011; 

· Issued an alert on State FY 2011/2012 funding cuts for Meals on Wheels and home care for elderly.  
POVERTY

· Urged Michigan legislators to close tax loopholes and make Michigan’s tax system more progressive;
· Opposed cuts for low-income people in Michigan budget;

PRISON REFORM

· Advocated for prison reform and fixing Michigan’s broken public defender system;  
· Organized a forum to support legislation to compensate individuals who have been wrongfully imprisoned; 

· Promoted awareness of the First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor’s Books for Prisoners project;

· Supported an ACLU advocacy for food rights for former prisoners. 

LGBT RIGHTS/STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE
· Organized a state UU LGBT Task Force and was awarded a UUA grant to expand it statewide; 

· Helped pressure Michigan’s Attorney General to terminate an anti-gay, cyber-bullying staff;

· Advocated, in concert with other organizations, for the repeal of the oppressive Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy;

· Provided testimony to the Michigan Civil Rights Commission on bullying and LGBT rights;

· Successfully advocated with the Michigan legislature to restore domestic partner benefits;

· Encouraged UUs to demonstrate for love in Dearborn vs. Pastor Terry Jones’ anti-Muslim hate speech;
· Co-sponsored a May 14th interfaith LGBT conference and a May 25 LGBT Rights lobbying day in Lansing;
· Applied for a grant to the SEM Foundation Hope Fund to develop an Interfaith LGBT Toolkit; 

· Coordinated advocacy in the Michigan Senate for strong State anti-bullying legislation. 

IMMIGRATION REFORM, OTHER ISSUES
· Organized an immigration reform and LGBT rights conference attended by people from 16 congregations; 
· Urged support for extending unemployment benefits while not giving windfall tax cuts for the wealthy;
· Opposed legislation that would allow bringing guns into churches and schools.   

DENOMINATIONAL SUPPORT/OUTREACH
· Recruited Rev. Leonetta Bugleisi to serve as a Ministerial Liaison between MUUSJN & UU ministers;

· Surveyed UU’s from all UU congregations on their justice issue priorities and invited their engagement;
· Presented workshops on health reform at a 2010 Heartland District Conference and at General Assembly; 

· Maintained positive coordination with the Heartland District that has served as MUUSJN’s fiscal agent;

· Worked with other UU State Advocacy Networks to establish a national “Network of Networks”; 

· Published a social justice e-newsletter, a website and a dynamic Facebook page with over 300 members.  
More information: www.uujustice.org or call Randy Block (248-549-5170) or Jeannie Miernik (517-927-3453). 
